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NO PLEA FOR 


TRUTH, 


Nor Ignorance a Lover of it. 


Being an Anſwer to a book called 7 Plea for Truth, ir: 
love to Truth, ſubſcribed by James Pope, Wherein is 
contained his Anſwer to ſeveral Queries (ſent to him 
by Thomas White) which are tried and found unſatis- 
factory, and James Popes "Ten Queries to the, people 
(called) Quakers fully anſwered. | 


Alſo the Do&rine and Prattiſe of the People (called Baptiſts) 
examined and weighed (in the true ballance) and found 
too light, 


With a full diſcuſſion of their Principles, and particularly | 
their Ordinances of breaking bread and water-baptiſm, &c. 
With ſome Queries to all the People called Baptiſts (where- 
ſoever We are to be found ) for them to anſwer in Truth 
and Righteouſneſſe, and in Gods fear. 
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'By a true Lover of all their ſouls and eternal welfare. 
FOHN CROOK. 


Try all things, and. hold faſt that which is good. 
For enquzre, I pray thee, of the former age, and prepare thy ſelfe to 
the ſearch of their fathers Job 8.8. -Þ; PP OY 


He ſhall lean upon his houſe,but it ſhall not ſtand; he ſhall bold it 
faſt, but it ſhall not endure, i 8. 15. ſtand; he 
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THe Lord of Hoſts is ariſen and ariſong in bis 
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power to ſhake the earth, and not onely the 
= FEW Earth but Heaven alſo, that that which 
| IS cannot be ſhaken may remain 3 and this ſha- 
IM king is for the removing of thoſe things whith 
i areſhaken, as of things that are made; And 
for Alaruming of the World, and awakening all profeſſions - 
and Profeſſors, that ſs every man may betake himſelf to his 
God, and he that anſwers by fire, and conſumes the chaffe 
and ſtubble, let him be Gad, and all bow before him, that ſo 
his Name may be exalted above every name, and that to hint 
every hate may bow, both of things in Heaven and things in 
Farth , for to him muſt all bow and bend ; and the Prophet 
which he hath raiſed up mut all hear or be cut -- oy a- 
mong the people 5 and this Prophet is like unto Moles, and 
mm ſt go before Iſrael to lead the holy Seed out of Agypt,and 
to divide the Sea for Iſrael to paſſe, and to ſtand in the gapto 
intercede, that ſo the Lords wrath may be appeaſed ;, but they 
that refuſe him that ſpeaks cannot x co 5 Therefore Reader 
whoſoever thou art, take heed that thou negle& not this the 
day of thy viſttation,nor that great ſalvation which is of - 
ed to thee in the light of Christ, for if thou harden ff of eart 
againſt it, thou cannot proſper, (meither canſt thou ever hear 
his voyce, nor ſee his ſhape, but in the light ) for he will not 
alwayes ſtrive with thee, neither will he accept an offering w 
A 2 thy 
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thy hand, while thou yebels againſt his light that ſhines in 
thy heart, to give thea. the knowledge of God in Chriſt ; for- 
Gods ſoul van af a vain oblations that are offered up in 
the wills of men, and of their humility that is feigned,and of 
al their Aſſemblies though they multiply them,while obedjence - 
and hearkening to his vayce ( in the conſcience ) is not Yegar- 
ded. Therefore turn ye, turn ye to the true light, that with 
it you may ſee your ſelves, and from that ſight receive the 
ſentence of death upon your ſelves, that you may not truſt ir 
your ſelves, but in the living God, that ſo every one: of you 
may know by experience that by grace you are ſaved, not of 
your ſelves, but by the free gift, and this free gift may lead 
and guide you.in. all your Worſhip, that ſo ſelf {Fo have no 
ſhare in it, but every one of you may be juſtified before the 
Lord both in your [crime doings, that you may be able 
to.endure ſound Do@rine, which ſearches the heart and tryes 
the reans, and keeps low, waiting for the fulfilling of the pro- 
miſe viz. (That all the Ropes of the Lord. ſhall be 
. taught of theLord)& may not heap up teachers to your ſelves 
to pleaſe the itching -ear. And what thou meeteſt with in this 
diſcourſe that may ſeem ſharp or piercing, take it as the ſmis 
ting of a friexd, not given to hurt the life, but to wound that 
ature and birth which muſt not be heir with the free-born, 
but muſt be cait out, or elſe.to the Inheritance of the Saints 
in lieht thou canſt not come, nor into the holy City thou canſt 
not enter (which hath been trodden. under foot) thongh thou 
may dwell in. the outward tourts, for that. mu$t be gjven to 
the Gentiles. Therefore haſt, haſt, haſt and come out (lea 
being partaker of the ſin, thou be partaker of the plague al ) 
and meet the Lord while he is nigh, and call upon him while 
he may be found, leaſt the. door be ſhut, axd there be no en- 
trance for thee. 


FAMES 


AMES POPE, | 
Aving ſeen a Paper with thy nam Ted to it, 
in anſwerto a ue of Thomas Whites, dire&ed to 
the People called Baptiſts) which thou calls 4 Plea 
or Truth in love to Trath , which Title agreeth not 
with thy Book,if thou intendeſt the writing following thy Ti- 
tle Page, and ſo on tothe end of the Book. 

For in the third line of thy Book, I'finde a ſaying which 
isnoneof Truths Plea, which 1s the cauſe and inducement 
that moved thee to write thy following diſcourſe, in theſe 
words, It hath moved me to write this following anſwer,becauſe none 
elſe (that thou kyoweſt of \ bath done it : Whac chou meaneſt (by it 
bath moved thee). T do not underſtand, becauſe thou haſt given 
twoReaſous of thy writing of thy 'Book; one is becauſe chou 
ſayeſt thou art one of thoſe people to whom Tho. White diredted his 
Paper,and thy ſecond Reaſon ſeems to be becauſe thor hadſt two 
of thoſs Papers given to thee, and then faith, It hath moved thee 
to write this following Anſwer, &c. This ſavors more of the 
voice of a ſtranger then to be Truths Plea; If by it thou in- 
tendeſt the Spirit of God, why didſt thon not name it? Or 
doſt thou queſtion its Authority, as not being ſufficient of it 
{elf without ſome other motive ? or doſt thou not intend that 
at all, as not believing ic neceflary to'ſuch a work , or as not 
being thy rule to walk by ? or waft thou (when thou began to 
write thy Book) as one ſurprized with fear , ſpeaking that 
which thou underſtood not thy ſelf, and fo let it paſs, as hop- 
ing it might meet with the ſame acceptance from the Reader, 
being cloathed with this beautiful Title of A Plea for truth in 
love to Truth,and then begins thy Book thus; Foraſmuch as I am 
one of thoſe people to whom Thomas Whate hath direfed his Paper, 
and having two. of thoſe Papers given to me, it hath moved me to write 
this following Anſwer, becauſe none elſe (that I know of ) hath done 
it 


; Fames Pope, 1 may juſtly ſuſpe&'to find more of thy Pleas to 
be none of Traths, neicher come chey from Truth, nor tend 


they to the Hononr of Truth, onely ehou makes uſe of the 
| A 3 Name. 
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Name Truth as a Supeiferipe9? or image upon thy counter= 
feit Coin to make it paſs for currant, but being uſed coſuch 
Coin (from ſuch hands) makes me the more jealous ; and 
had thou not uſed the word Truth ſo much. F might.not have 
been ſo ſtrict in my-txamination, bur-in the true Ballance are 
thy words weighed, and they are found too light , and con- 
demned as nothing ſound , and ſo no Plea for Truth ,” nor 
ſpoken in Love to Truth , bur to hide ſome beloved Image 
which thou cal's Truth , and would have others totake it {o 
to be, but though they may be Jacobs words , yet they are 
Eſaus hands, and the-bleſſing he muſt noc have; and ſo thou 
haſt not named thy Book right, | | 

Then thou layeſt, I appeal to all unbyaſed men aud women in the 
World, &c. . 

James Pope, Thy appeal js too large for a buligeſs of no 
more concernment , 1t may be determined by aleſfe compa - 
ny, and that in Righteouſnels roo, and yet judgement may 
be given againſt thee , both. for thy raſh apes! and haſty 
charge againſt Thomas White in ſaying , ſhooting this bis firſt Fie- 
ry Dart; if it hath wounded,zit is becauſe the Armour of Light 
was not put on, for it was uot ſhot at a Friend but at an Ene- 
my, neither was it a Fiery Dart ſhot toward the Life, but to 
itick faſt in the Liver of the Man of Sin, that that which is of 
God may go free, andthe exalted and the mighty be thrown 
from his Scat., And whereas thou ſayeſt, either he knows 
thoſe of the Baptiſts , orhe knows them not. that ſtumble at 
and contend againſt Chriſt. Thamgs White doth not charge 
all the Baptiſts with ſtumbling at and contending againſt chat 
in which alone all worſhip, prayers, ſacrifices are accepted in 
the fight of God, &c, neither doth he call them contenders 
againſt Chrift (in thoſe words) bue if thou had been indued 
with patience throughly, thou might have read this word 
(therefore) or reaſon of his ſo ſpeaking tothe Baptiſts, which 
1s that except their worſhip, prayers,&c. do come from a mea» 
ſure of him (in you) who isthelight of the World, &c, you 
are but warming yourſelves at yourown ſparks; bur of thoſe 
words thon takeſt no notice,” either,as notknowing a meaſure 
of him who is the Light of the world to be in thee, orelle 
doſt not belieycthat there is a meaſure of Godin man firſt $8 
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be known before God himſelf in his fulnes come tobe known; 
and thereisthe drawings of the Father firſt co be known be- 
fore Chriſt be come unto, andthere is the forming of Chriſt 
in man before Chriſt be þorn and brought forth, x Joby 
6. 44. Gal. 4. 15. But thou overlooking of the meaſure of 
Chriſt in thee, in thy reading of his Book, ſpeaks thee guilty 
of overlooking the meaſure of Light given to thee toprofic 
withal,and ſo wouldſt be dealing by whole-ſale, before thou 
knoweſt Chriſt formed in thee, and ſomething that is purein 
thy own heart toguide thee, given theefreely of God to lead 
thee into Trath, which is more then into words that aretrue. 
And ſothy ſaying that the People Thomas White writes unto 
do know all ſacrifices are onely accepted in Chriſt , ſeems to be too 
haſty a confeſſion, andto be too much like the People cf Iſra- 
el of old ſpoken of, Dent. 5, 28, 2g. I have heard the voice of 
the words of this people, which they have ſpoken unto thee, 
they have well ſaid all that they have ſpoken, O that there 
were (uch an heart in them ; 'and like the fooliſh virgins whoſe 
lamps were gone out,and yet kept their confidence Lord,Lord 
open to us 3 aud like to Nicodemus confeſſion who readily con- 
feſſed to Chriſt, but knew not the Kingdom in him likea grain 
of Muſtard-ſeed; no more then the Phariſees. And therefore 
Fames Pope, ſearch and try thy ſelf whether thou haſt any 0- 
ther proof of all Sacrifices being accepted in Chriſt , then that 
1 Peter and that of Epheſians 1. if not , what proof haſt 
thou more - then all Engliſh-men have , and yet all 
Engliſh-men do/nor know Chriſt in them, nor that all 
1s accepted in Chriſt, though they have read it ſo, as well as 
thou, but are offering up both ſtrange fleſh and ſtrange fire. 
And therefore be not angry, norcallit a reviling ſlander, be- 
cauſe Thomas White aid many Baftifts are profeſling, preaching, 
praying, &c. and yet ſtumbling agand contending againſt 
that in which all worſhip is accepeed in the light of God, for 
this is and may be true , and therefore no ſuch Fiery Dartas 
thou wouldeſt repreſent it tobe, nor no reviling ſlander , nor 
ishe to be reproved for ſpeaking evil of things he kyows not ; and 
therefore thy thonghes that he ovght to be deeply humbled before 
the Lord for this, areas vain and unſound as thy miſtake was, 


in what moved thee to write thy. Book ; for may not T _ 
| White 


White know many Baptifts add "8 ſtumbled at and contended 4 
gainjt the light o® Chriſt which vg men that cometh into the World is 
lighted with ? are not-many ſuch known at this day in England? 
nay, doſt not thou and others know many whoare called Bap- 
eiſts rhat difpate againſt the light and' grace of God given 
'toall men, as beinz ſufficient to lead cofalvation, and den 
that which checks and reproves for fin. in men and women, to 
be the ſaving light of Chriſtnow do nor ſuch who thus ſay,and 
thus believe, ſtumble ar, & contend againſt that in. which alone 
all worſhip is accepted in Gods fight?and befides1s T.h:te any 
more an offender for not naming thoſe particular Baptiſts 
chart do ſo ſtumble and diſpute, then Pau! was blamable far 
not naming thoſe amongſt the Corinthians that he charged wich 
eating diſorderly , or thoſe that he charges with being un- 
equally yoked, or then thoſe he charges with being {fick and 
weak, for the cauſes mentioned in'his Epiſti? , and yer names 
not the perſons ? no more doth it follow that eicher Thomas 
Ihite doth not know ſuch as he charges , orelſe he was bound 
to name them, or otherwiſe he muſt be taxed for being 
friend to the ſouls of all the Baptifts , or for. ſhooting of fiery darts 
againſt them, or for being areviling ſlanderer, and ought deeply to be 
Þumbled for the ſame; but Fames Pope , thou' doſt not divide 
aright thy FE xhortations , but art an unskilful Preacher, for 
this deep humi'iation belongs to thy ſelf both for thy ignorance 
and for thy hypocrifie, in- covering over thy unadviſed fay- 
ings With the painted garment of @ plea for truth, when truth 
doth not own thy words; for let but the wiſe in heart judge 
and they will ſee,that thy hard,ignorant,and raſh charges are - 
as ſtrong againſt Pay! (upen the reaſons alledged ) as againſt 
Thomas White ; but they will fall upon thy own pate; and upon 
a ſerious ſearch of thy heart in Gods fear and light,my ayings 
may be of cloſer and nearer concernment eo chy {elf and 
many of thy brethren then thou arr at preſeut ſenlible of, 
"bur if repentance prevent 'not (in time) rchou mayeſt feel the 
weight. 
In thy 2. page thou ſaiſt , That thou doſt wiſh that Thomas 
' White and b# friends may alſo carefull walk by the rule T,W, pre- 
ſcribeth to thee and boy fr s 3 then thou ſaiſt, he will be ſo far from 
ſpegking againſt his holy appointments , that be will love da 6A 
_— them ; 
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them; maiſt thou not be judged out of thy own mouth ? Did 
Thomas White ſhoot a fiery dart & and doſt thou not ſhoot a 
poiſoned arrow ? and doſt not thou charge him with ſpeaking 
againſt Gods holy appointments, and as if he neither loved 
them , nor kept them , nor delighted in thoſe that did ? How 
many fallities and untruths are here in two lines ? was it no 
better then a reviling ſlander in Thomas White , and didſt thou 
judge it ſo,and therefore ſaith that thou thinkeft that he ought to be 
deeply humbled before the Lord for the ſame,becauſe he ſaid, while 
many of you are profeſſing,praying and yet ftumbling at,&- contending 
againſt that in which alone all worſhip $c, is accepted inthe ſight of 
God ? Is his offence ſo great becauſe he did not name them, 
though he knew them ? and is thy offence mitigated, becauſe 
thou names Thomas White , but chargeſt him falſely with that 
which thou canſt nor prove againſt him, and yercalls thy 
ſayings, « plea for truth &c ? as if thy Title to thy Book were 
co priviledge thy calumnies, and Authority ſufficient to paſs 
chy reproaches without a review or farther examination; bur 
thy beautiful Title is but like the Phariſees beautifying the 
outſide of the cup and platter while the infide was foul , and 
like Pilate, who wrote a good Title over Chriſt calling him 
King of the Jews , but delivered him up to be crucified as a 
blaſphemer; So thy fair Title doth but aggravatethy offence, 
inthat thou (landers the innocent, and calls it # plea for truth, 
in love to truth , as if light and darkneſs could unite together, 
and truth and falſhood marry each other, which neither can 
be, neither ſhall chey go unpuniſhed who ' go about to recon- 
cile them. 

In the 3-poge of thy Book,thou askeſt Thomas I/hite in thoſe 
words , why doft thou upbraid us ? do we ſay that the Scriptures 
dired notto, or ſpeak not of a light within ? we both know and ſay 
that the Scripture ſaith 2 Cor. q.6, that God hath ſhined iz the hearts 
of bis Saints, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in 
the face of Chriſt. James Pope , when thou faiſt, do we ſay, and 
we both know and ſay, &c. Doſt thou onely intend thy telf,and 
fome one or two more, or doſt thou intend all the Bapriſts 
generally ?' ſeeing that thy ſelf may not be ignorant how 
many Baptiſts have both in Print and diſputes publikely diſ- 
owned the light within that.checks and reproves for ſin to be 
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ſufficient to lead toſzivation, which thou ſeems to acknow-: 
ledge in words tobe true, and chargeſt Thowes Whbite for up- 
braiding of pa , in that he ſaith, are not many of you 
ſtrangers to the light , whilſt you are Ong whether the 
Scriptures declare of ,. or dire& to « light within &c. which 
thing hath ofcen becn queſtioned by many Baptiſts, and ſuch 
as are none of the leaſt ineſteem among you, and if thon wilt 
declare againſt them chat haveſo queſtioned and diſputed,and. 
deny fellowſhip with thent, for nut being ſound in the faith, 
I may help thee to a Catalogue of their names , the publike 
diſpure at, Dunfiable muy- bring ſome of them to thy remem-. 
brance;But are you not better informed then you were fome 
years fince, and ſomewhat reQified in your judgements? if 
lo, let the praiſe be given to God , and your former errours 
and miſtakes be printed and publiſhed for others to take heed 
by , eſpecially ſeeing many who are called Baprifts in England. 
are yet in the dark and queſtioning what thou, on the behalf 
of thy brethren, feems to confefte to, and let your unity 
make it appear that you do not onely confeſſe to the lighe 
within (that checks -and -reproves for fin , to be that alone 


- which gives the knowledge of God 1n the face of Chriſt , and 


that a man cannot have the knowledge of God in Chrift, un- 
ti] che light give it to him) but alſo that pouwalk in che light, 
and have fellowſhip one with another in the light, and that 
in it you witneſs the blood of Jeſus Chriſt to cleanſe you from 
all tin ; chat ſo-none of you may ftumble at che Do&rine of 
perfeftion :. but if you. ſay, you have fellowſhip with God, 
and are in the fellowſhip of the Goſpel , and walk in dark= 
aeſs, and ſtumble at figures and you lie, and do 
not the truth,for in him is no darkneſs at all. WT 
And whereas thou ſayeſt, Thomas White deals uncharitably 
with you in putting you inthe number. of thoſe that are loſt , in whone. 
the Gad of this world bath blinded their eyes, &c. It is no unchari- 
tableneſs to ſpeak the truth ; and to fay that thoſe who are 
ſtumbling -at that (which is. given them co lead out of dark- 


neſs) are ſuch as the God of this world hath- blinded their 


minds 3 and-thas ſuch are ina loſteftate,. and the Goſpel 
of their ſalvation-they do notknow, for it is hid from them, 
and he that judges ſuch ſo tobe, is not uncharitable, = 


his Judgement is juſt , and 4 ] ncharitableneſs doth light 
upon thy own head. 
' And whereas, thou ſayeſt intheſe words , thou muſt grue me 
leave to query how thou dareſt abuſe us, &c, James, thy tongue 
is coo much thy own in ſpeaking leefing, for leavel do noc 
give thee to query of that which is not , for chat is breath 
ſpent in vain , for it is no abuſe co query how they can pro- 
e they know God , who deny the. light of his Son within , but 
leaves outtheſe following words, viz. in which the Father is re- 
vealed, and by which that that may be known of God is made mani- 
feft in man , 1s this a plea for truth, inlove to truth, to take 
habf a ſentence, or ſo much as may ſerve to make a cavil, and 
Jeave out that which is the main and explanatory pare of the 
whole? or is it rather if; imitation of him who made uſe of 
Scripture to tempt Chriſt withal , but left out what mighc 
make againſt his deſign ? may he not juſtly be charged as a 
tranſgreflor that ſhall fay there is no'God, though he quote 
the Scripture for it , which ſaith, there is no God, but leaves 
out the foregoing words which makes the ſaying true, which 
is that the fool hath ſaid in his heart there 1s no God ? doth 
thy crime differ in any thing from his that ſhould ſo ſay more 
then this that he leave out the for2going-words, and thou 
leaves ont Thomas Whites following words? and to ſay that ſuch 
a one is a deceitful worker, and for it muſt come to judgement, 
is but to ſpeak truth plainly, and therefore take Thomas 
Whites words at length as chey are in his Book, and may ic 
nor my be queried , how can thoſe Baptiſts profeſſe they kptow 
God , whiljt they are denying the light of bis Son within, in which 
the Father is revealed , and by which that which may be known of 
God is made manifeſt in man? ſeeing ſuch hath appeared in op- 
porn to this light, both by publike Printing and diſputing, 
nd if thou Fames Pope do not own them to be of you, declare 
i publikely,chat fo chey may come to repentance, and you be 
clear of their blood. 
' And whereas, thou ſayeſt, the Lord in mercy bath made you to 
own bim to be your life and light , who alſo is leading you in the way 
£0 tout light which is unapproachable, Kc. 1 carinot but rake notice 
of: thy confuſion , who ſpeaks like one that hath got aching by 
B 2 rote, 
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rote , but anderſtandeſt not W thou ſayeſt; for is Chrift 
your very light and life who is leading of you in the way to that 
light which is unapproachable ,* and is not that ſame. Chriſt that 
is the light and life, alſo the way, and the light which is unaP» 
proachable,or is there one Chriſt that isthe very life and1lighe, 
and leader in the way and approachable, and another Chrif 
that is the way, & that light which is unapproachablez if thou 
kneweſt what thou ſaid , thou would know that the very life 
and light is unapproachable ; but doſt thon/not in thoſe words 
manifeſt thy ignorance of Gods Chriſt the way to the Father, 
and lighrof the world , and life of men, and by thy in- 
vention haſt found out one Chriſt to be thy very lightand 
life, and is leading df thee in the way to another Chrifl which 
1s nnapproachable z ſo that to one Chritt: thou art already 
come , who is thy light and life , and he is leading of thee in 
che way to that light which” is unapproachable; by this thou 
mayeſt ſee where thou art, for in the world are Gods many, 
and Lords many , but to us there is bur one God and one 
Lord Jeſus, and we know that an Idol is nothing , howbeic 
there 1s not inall men this knowledge. 

And whereas thou ſpeaks of holy appointments and Chrifts 
Qcdinances,, and who ever denyes them, they are they which 
deny the light, &c. Thou ſhouldit ſpeak plainly what thoſe 
appointments are that thou intendeſt,, becauſe you Baptiſts 
differ ſo much among your ſelves about them ; one ſaith 
Chriſt hath appointed hands to belaid on , and another faith 
Chriſt hath appointed the waſhing. of the Diſciples feet , and 
another ſaith -anointing with oil is an Qrdinance, and ano- 
ther ſaith good chear or love feaſts before the ſupper is an Or= 
dinance , and ſome ſay. ſprinkling is enough, others ſay they 
muſt be dipped over head and ears; and ſome ſay the bread 
muſt be cut,. others that it muſt be broken, ſome ſay it muſt. 
be taken and broken by him that eats it., others ſay ic muſt be 
broken before hand and given them by an officer of the 
Church ; and ſome ſay finging is an Ordinance, and others 
ſay nog and many other things which Baptiſts call Ordinances 
and appoinements, but. which are thine, orthoſe that thou 
calls Chriſts pp and Inſtitutions thou haſt not yec 
declared thy ſelf ; ſeeingalltheſe are called Chrifts appoint= 
ments and ordinances by thoſe who plead for them _ J 
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fhould counſel thee, firſt to be : > HP to thy brethren, and 
agree with them which be Chriſts appointments , and which 
be mens inventions, or mens nidartiadiey of Chriſts 
words; and then I may declare to thee which are to continue, 
and which are at an end, the ſubſtance being come; until 
then take heed thou deal not with his Ordinances as thou 
haſt dealt with his Name, in calling that a plea for eruth , in 
love to truth , which indeedis but a cover for deceit, And 
yon that are called Baptiſts above ſome others make it ma- 

nifeſt your fellowſhip is not in the light, becauſe you have 
not fellowſhip one with another, and therefore though you 
confeſs to the light, yet 1 may (ay thou walks not in the light, 

while thon imagines two Chriſts , oe tobe the very life and light, 

and the other to be « light unappreachable. 

And whereas thou grants that it was the end of the Apoſtles 
Miniſtry , to turn people from darkyeſs to light; and grants that 
many at this day tramples under foot the Son of God, &c.. and | doubt 
not but all in his book (that thou haſt not anſwered) thou 
grants; and touching the Dofdrine of Elefion and Reprobation, 
thou ſaiſt , that the people which Tho. White writes.to , do differ 
#n their underſtandings oa and therefore gn” it by, 8c. Tru 
ly Fames thou grants {o much , and paſleſt by tuch things, 
that new I do not wonder thou underſtood not what it was 
that moved thee to write thy book (except to ſee thy name in 
Print) Art thou aſhamed fehy Dotirine of Ele&ion and Reproba= 
tion ? how wilt thou avoid the cenſure of Chriſt ? ſaying, }/ho- 
ſoever denies me before men , him will I alſo deny before my Father 
which #4 in Heaven , Mat. 10, 33, And if we denyhim, he alſo 
will deny ws, 2 Tim. 2. 12. And if you that are Baptiſts do 
differ in ſuch a fundamental thing as Ele&ion and Reproba-» 
tion, how can ye be in the Faith or fellowſhip of che Goſpel, 
ſeeing it is the Ele&tion that obtains,and theReprobarion thar 
entersnot? - Andif you differ in your underſtandings about 
this, how can you underſtand anything arighc, ſeeing no 
Faith but the Faith of Gods EleCt is ſound and good, nor no 
Salvation can be witneſled,. until Calling and Ele&ion be nor 
onely known ,. but made ſure.? and yer the Baptiſts differ in 
your underſtandings about itz And therefore muſt ye needs 
be ataloſs, and inan uncertain ſtate, as to your eternal wel- 
fare and happineſs, and _— lyable to be deceived, for 
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it is onely the Ele& that are impoſſible to be deceived; and 
cherefore no marvel why you are fo devided and deceived, 
ſecing you differ in your ————— abouc Ele&ion, 
Haft, baſt, haſt unto the light of Chriſt that ſhines in = 
dark hearts , that that may give you theunderſtanding of E- 
leftion and Reprobation; for now it is evident that while thou 
and others are differing about Ele&ion , and know it not, 

our Religion is in vain; and Chriſt the light you do not 
ew; and therefore no marvel thou ſpeaks of one Chriſt 
that is thy light and life , and another light that is unapproach- 
able, - - 
In thy fourth page thon ſeems to be diſpleaſed with Thomas 
White for caixtioning of thee to take beed of deceit, 8c. Is it 
not time to caution thee and others to take heed of deceir, 
ſeeing you differ in your underſtanding about Ele&ion , and 
none are out of a poſlibility of being deceived bue the Ele&, 
and you and others differing in your underſtandings abour 
it, 1s it not time to cry to you Baptiſts above others , take 
beed of being deceived? Yeagtake heed you are not deceived jn 
your Ocdinan-es,in your Church gene yea,and tn your 
Chriſt coo, ſeeing one Chriſt # your very light and life, and ang 
ther light that is unapproachable is he leadmg you in the way to. 
And benor angry, becanſe Thomas White exhores you to look 
to your building, leaſt it be pulled down to your loſs , nei- 
ther call ir judging of the hearts of Gods peopleany more, 
ſeeing thou haſt made thy heart, and what is in it ſo manifeſt. 
And forthoſe Invetiives which thou ſaiſt are ſo frequent in our papers, 
chou ſhonldeſt have named ſome of them, and who were their 
Authours, otherwiſe how canft thou expe an anſwer ? but 
doth not fear ſurprize the hypocrite, and are nor the hypo- 
crites in $9 afraid, and cry out do not judge leaft you be 
judged, not knowing to whom that was ſpoken? Luke 6. 27, 
zowhom hefpake a _ and faid,Car the blind lead the bling? 
ſhall they not beth fall into the ditch? The blindare forbidden 
ro judge, but not the ſpiritual man, whojudgethalt thin 
nor he whole eyes are opened to fce good and evil; and he 
chat judgerh any thing m another, that he hath not firſt 
Judged in himfelf, is a tranfgreſfor 3 bnt he that jadges chac 
in 'another which hath been firſt Judged in himſelf, is no 
mans enemy , though in the cime'of mans love to his lift 
| MENT he 
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he may count him his enemy, becauſe he tells him the truth ; 
but when hecomes to be awakened, he will count him his 
brother, becauſe he wonld n6t ſuffer fin to lye upon him, nor 
the Sun to go down in his wrath. 

And thou faifſt , That which you call Church<fellowſhip , you do 
not miſcal it, for it is true Church-fellowſhip according to the Order of 
our p_ Lord Feſus, which he himſelf hath inſtituted, aud his holy 
Apoſtles and Primitive Saints pratiiſed, in which fellowſhip (though 
contemned by you ) do we walk, ſweetly together , having his preſence 
with us , and his bleſſing 'upon us , &c, And many ocher words 
thou uſeth and appliech co thy (elf and brethren , which are 
the words of others, and the conditions of others, and thou 
a them to thy ſelf and thy brethren ; thou ſhouldeft 
firſt have proved thy (elf and brethren born of che ſame ſpirit 
that they were, and led into choſe things (in which they wal- 
ked) by the ſame ſpirit that they were, and not in the 1mita» 
tion without the ſame command that they had, and leading 
which they were well acquainted withal as many as were the 
ſons of God, for they ſpakeas they were moved by the Spirit, 
and in it did they worſhip,and by it were they guided to know: 
when to go and when toſtand ſtill , and by it they knew well 
their own ſpirits, & when (elf ſpake at any time, and in it had 
they fellowihip together, and by rhe ſame Rule did they walk 
according to their feveral attainments; but were not of ma« 
ny Seas, neither did they cry up their own inventions for 
Chriſts Commands , neither did chy differ about whac were 
his appointments, ſome erying one thing, and ſome another, 
like Bebylons builders, inſomuch that their languages are con- 
founded, and they cannot underſtand one another , what 
was the Primitive Qrder , and what are now thoſe appoint- 
ments believers are tobe found Pradticioners of; Burt one cryes 
this, and another that, bur all in errour from che Spiric of 
the Lord, who knows not the movings of his Spirit in chem, 
nor knows not that Chriſt the Leader, and Chriſt the Way, 
andChriſt thatdwells in the lighe unapproachable , and is the 
lighe of the world, all is but one Chin 3 neither knows E» 
leftion nor Reprobation , bu differs in their underſtandings 


- about them; all ſuch are out of the Appointmencs and Com- 


mands of Chriſt , and as yet knows not the Way of his mow 
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ſhip, as it was performedin thedayes of the Apoſtles ; there- 
fore ſay not Chriſts Inſtitutions are tontemned , becauſe mens 
Traditions and carnal lmitation$ are not followed , all which 
muſt tumble down, when Babylon the great the Mother of Har- 
lots falls; and when that comes to paſs, it will be no-wonder 
to thoſe that behold her downfal , that are come out of her, 
to ſee many pleaſant PiKures ſpoiled, and lofty Cities 
laid low , and Maſter builders (that have reje&ed the light ) 
bewailing the fall of their Towers , which they thought had 
been ſo high , andbuilt upon ſuch a foundation as could not: 
be ſhaken, and of ſuch materials as they thought had been 
living ſtones, and formed in all chings like che Primitive 
Churches 3 but their attire will be found to be the attire of 
the Harlct , andnot of the true Spouſe, neither her comeli- 
neſs that which Chriſt hath put tipon her, but a paint like Fe- 
zabel, and a Harlet, though welfavoured; and though her gar- 
ments be purple and ſcarlet-coloured , yet” not walhed 
with the blood of the Lamb , and therefore follows him not 
whereſoever he goeth. And whereas thou faiſt, you walk ſweet- 
ly together, How can- that be, ſeeing you differ inſo many 
things, and main things too, as EleGion and Reprobation ? 
For how can two walk together, except they beagreed? and 
yet thou confeſſes you walk ſweetly together, and alſo con- 
felſes you are not agreed in Elefion,&c. Therefore may I nor 
ſay there is nolight in thee, becauſe thou walks not according 
to this Rule, which ſaith, Can two walk together, except they be 
agreed ? Amos 3. 3* 

Thouſaiſt, Thomas White is deceived in that he cautions you 
of being deceived your ſelves , while you cry out others are 
deluded; yon who are joyned in that which you call fellow- 
ſhip, by the outward form (of waſhing, 8c.) Is not the mi- 
ſtake on thy own part? Are you not ſo joyned ? If thou 
canſt plead not guiley, who elſe can, ſeeing thou ſeems to 
Juſtifie all that are called Baptiſts ? For Tho, Whites paper is di- 
rected in general to thoſe people called Baptiſts, and whart is 
both ſpoken in general, and to ſome in particular, thou ap- 
pliesto thy ſelf and brethren as either being guilty of all, or 
elſetaking thy ſelf to be united to all that are dipped in wa- 
ter; and ſo by the tendency of thy diſcourſe, thou pleads 
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for-all the people called Baptiſts (though they be ſuch as 
differ from thee in the underſtanding of the great bulineſs of 
EleGiion and Reprobation) as if thou wert eſpecially concerned in 
that namezthough there be many others who are nor ſo called, 
and yer do not differ in ſuch weighty matters from thee and 
thy brethren , as many of thoſe people who are called Bap- 
ey do., all which being pur together ſpels lictle leſs, then 
that youare joyned in your felldwſhip by your outward form 
of waſhing-3 becauſe thou pleads for , and rakes thy ſelf to be 
eſpecially concerned in all things charged againſt the waſhed, 
or baprtiſts , which 1mports no leſs then that you are joyned 
in your fellowſhip by outward waſhing, otherwiſe why doſt 
thou not deny ſome of thoſe people called Baptiſts, ſeeing by 
your own confeſſion tir difter in your underſtauding , and 
that underſtanding which differs from truth is nor good, and 
ſo none of Gods gift, and ſuch , what they know they know 
naturally like bruit beaſts, and how canſt thou have fellow- 
ſhip with them , exceptit be becauſe you are both outwardly 
walhed , and ſo are joyned togerher in fellowſhip by that out- 
ward: form , in other things having no fellowſhip. And fo 
Fames Pope , the wiſe in heart may ſee that thou , and others 
arethe deceived and deluded, whilſt thou would caſt it upon 
Thomas Whitezand the Reader may ſee who is the lyar, and his 
burden he muſt bear. 

Towards the beginning of the fifth page of thy Book thou 
ſayeſt , you FO waſhing , becauſe the Lord hath appointed you 
ſotodo, and are not like many in our day , or like Naaman the A/- 
(yrian , that thinks it am too low for them,though it was not too 
low for Chriſt and his Diſciples, but it was too low for the Phariſees 
then , who rejefted the Counſel of God againſt themſelves , and were 
not baptized of bim, Luke 7.30. | 

James Pope thou mighteſt have done well to have produced 
thy commiſſion , that ſothy praice with it might have been 
compared, that ſo whether thou exceeds or falls ſhort, mizhe 
have been underſtood by the Reader, uneil that be done,thy 
ſaying theLord hath appointed you ſo to dozis no more then 
he that takes away my goods wrongfully, & without my con- 
ſent , and yet faith, he doth ir by Auchoricy , bur can pro= 
duce none, faying his luſt and TrOng delire after my property 
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to make himſelf rich , having nothing of his own'to live up» 
on. Ayd for fome being like Naaman the Aſſyrian , &c. If thou, 
kneweſt char there was a P: opher in T1ſrae/, thou wouldit know. 
who they are that are'like Naamen-the Aliyrian, that call the 
light of Chriſt (with which every one thac comes into the: 
world is lighted, and checks and reproves for lin) natural, 
and the checks of a natural conſcience, and 1s nor ſufticiear 
to lead to ſalvation, as was-wftirmed at the diſpute at Dur- 
ftable', by the Bapriſts ſome time fince., and of later times 
have been uften ſo ſaid by thoſe called Baptiſts ; -are not theſe 
moſt like Naemay, that deſpife the true Prophets'waſhing,and 
is it not yet more evident that theſe are the deſpiſed, and 
therefore the leprofie remains, though they ſay they ſee; and 
are not theſe wrath like Naaman, and go their way from the 
light , like him , expeting ſome fudden irreliſtible power ro: 
fall from heaven upon them , and to make thetn willing 3 bur 
will not come to the light in them- to wait in it for power to 
overcotne, and do not they waic for ſuch a thing , but can- 
not believe that the Kingdom of Heaven is in the Phariſees, 
nor that the light which reproves the drunkard and lyar for 
their evil, is a ſpiricual lighr , and fuffcient to lead them to 
ſalvation; but ſay as Nazmax did , behold T thought be wor 1d 
have come out to me and ftand and call on the Name of the Lord his 
Ged , and ſtrike his hand over the place, and recover the leper , &c. 
Ave not you Baptifts bke Naaman in this allo in your own 
thoughts, limiting the holy one of Iſrad, and ſetting bounds 
ro his worſhip 2 as if God tould nor be worſhipped arighr, if 
men and women did not go down into the water 3 and be- 
canſe the Lord ts appearmg in a way to diſappoint the wifdom 
of the wiſe, and to fruſtrate the thonghrs of the prudent, 
who think as Naaman did, that they know how God will bring 
to paſſe- the great things protifed , and accompliſh che ble(- 
fings upon his people looked for; but they afe miſtaken. as 
Naaman was , and ftumbling at the contemptiblene(s-of rhe 
crue Prophets counſel , as he did, and the Phariſees did, 
when they reje& the lighe and would not believe in it, thar 
they might be'thechildren of it, arid ſuch were thoſe thou 
ſpeaks of, in Like 7.30. who fruſtrated the'Counſel of -God 
within themſelves (as it is in the Margent of the _ not 
cing 
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being baptized of himgthoſe in ” yerſe before being baptized 
with the Baptiſm of Fobx,and ſo he that hath an ear may hear, 
and an eye may ſee who they are that are like N4amar the 
Aſſyrian , and like the Phariſees. who fruſt rate the counſel of 
God within themſelves not being baptized of him z bur wile 
not thou be inraged like Naaman, if my-counſlel pleaſe not 
thee , as the Prophets did not like Naamarn, if 1 ſhould fa 
that whilſt chou compares others to be like Naamangart thy ſelf 
with many of thy brethren (that differ in their underſtand- 
ings from thee about Ele&ion and reprobation, and yet you 
walk ſweetly together in your fel)owſhip , as thouſapeR)like 
him ſpoken of in Fob 8.:5.viz. He ſhall lean wpon bis houſe but it 
ſhall! not ſtand, he ſhall hold it faſt but it ſhall not endure, 
' In che fifth page, thou returns an an(wer to Th Whites ex- 
hortation, viz, try your ſelves by the witneſs of God in your 
conſciences , whether you are cometo the Church in God, 
which is the ground and pillar of Truth ; and faith that as 
the Churches in 7*dea were in Chriſt, who was and is God, 
ſo are we bound to judge of the Churches in Ezglaxd ; bur 
ehou not daring to leave it ſo, brings in a parentheſis, 
which was well thought of to (ave thy head, viz. (walking in 
the ſame order and profeſing the ſame faith ) and then comes 
in to be in Chriſt, for before the parentheſis they were not 
in Chriſt, and it is as plain by adding of the parentheſis 
they are out of Chriſt ; ſothat without it , thou durſt not 
ſtand tovindicate them , and by thy adding of it, thou haſt 
at once un-churched them all, and ſo are Chriſts words made 
good, he that will ſave his life ſhall loſe it, for wherefare thoſe 
Churches, among the people called Baptiſts (of whom I ſpeak } 
that walk in the order of thoſe Peru! writ unto in his Epiſtle; 
nay are not your Churches ſo far from being like thoſe, thac 
if Payl were alive , he would rather expreſle himſelf by weep- 
ing over you for-your diforder (as he did over ſome amongſt 
the Philippians , whoſe ſteps you rather follow ) then thoſe that 
he rejoyced to behold their order ? Ph2/.3.18., of whom he had 
often told them and now: faith he) tel] you even weeping, 
that they are the enemies to che .Crols of Chriſt , and their 
end is deſtrution ; who minde earthly things, and are not 
thoſe thou callsChurches in Exgland minding earthly chings, 
and ſome making too much provitions for their bellies, &others 
C 3 glorying 
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rying in their ſhame , as — Titles and fooliſh apparre? 
and ſuch like? and wonldſt thou have us to judge every fuclr 
member to be of the Church in God ? nay in him is light, and: 
no darkneſs at all, and he who judges luch Churches, .and 
ſuch members to be rather Synagogues of Satan, then 
Churches of Saints, judges righteous judgement , though 
Fames Pope call it by another name 3 for he is ſubje& to miſtake 
as his Book plentifully makes it manifeſt , eſpecially hear 
where he would have thoſe members called living ſtones, or a 
Church in God , who (differ in. their underſtandmgs abour 
Ele&ion' and reprobation , and what and' how many Ordl- 
nances Chriſt hath appointed to be uſed in his Church, which 
firſt Fames Pope and-his brethren areto agreein , andconclude 
upon , before thoſe who are led by the ſame fpiric that Paul 
was can rejoyce in your order; but rather mourns in ſecret 
for your diforder, and cryes tothe Lord to open the eyes of 
your underſtandings, and to give you the Spirit of wiſdom 
and Revelation for the acknowledgement of him , that ye 
may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches 
of the glory of his inheritance in the Saints , and what is the 
exceeding greatneſs of his | rg to us-ward who believe, ac- 
cording to the working of the might of his power , which 
he wrought in Chriſt , when he raiſed him from the dead, 
VC. 

Thou ſayeſt , that Baptiſm Ly fire was promiſed and performed in 
the ſecond of the Atts and Jome other places; but experimentally nei- 
ther the Quakers , xor any other that thou knoweſt of, doth know it, 
if chey do, let them make ic manifeſt by cheir ſpeaking in 
ſtrauge tongues, miracles, 8c. for ſo all could do that-the. Lord Bap- 
tized with the Holy Ghoſt and fire. | 

Thomgs , Doth not the Saints know things now exper men« 
cally, as well as they did in former times ? herein thow haſt 
ſhewed thy nakednels,and of what kind thy knowledge is now 
(which from me thou wouldſt not have born) if T ſhould have 
called chy knowledge natural or traditional, as it muſt needs 
be, if it benor experimental, .and ſo is knowledge fallely ſo 
called, for I defire to know. nothing bur what Tknow experi- 
mentally in the worſhip and: ſervice of God ; for all other 
knowledge doth but puff up; -and to-it I defire to be a fool 
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that I'may know things not by PPinking, but certainly; and' 


” the tongues by which thoſe ſpeak now whoare Baptized with 


the Holy Ghoſt and fire, are as ſtrange to this generation as 

thoſe were ſtrange to that generation then; and maiſt thou 

nor as well ſay, there is none that thou knows of that are now 

Baprized with the holy Ghoſt, as to ſay there isnone that thou 

knows Baptized with fire , & maiſt thou not as truly (ay, that 

there is none that thou knows of now Baptized withthe Holy, 
Ghoſt, becauſe none now ſpeaks with thoſeſtrange tongues, 

nor doth thoſe Miracles thou ſpeaks of; for they went toge=- 
ther then , and they are not parted now, except by thoſe 

who knows neither experimentally; and if thou knew any 

Baptiſm aright, .or. him that is mightier then Jobx, thou 
mighteſt know-Baptizing with the Holy Ghoſt and fire; or if 
thou know.him whoſe fan 1s in his hand 3 but art thou not in 

truth as ignorant of his fan as of his fire, and becauſe of thy 

ignorance of both, the chaff remains unburne up, and the 

chaff ungathered into the garner; and therefore 1 tell thee 

plainly ( fame: ys thou and my brethren muſt yet know- 
a terrible day of threſhing before the Word ofthe Lord you 
know that is as a hammerand fre, until. then your words are 

but as chaff to the wheat, Ter. 23. 28, 29 and Mat. 3.10, 11, 

12. Be not. angry if in love to thee I ask thee a Queſtion 

viz, Are not many of the Baptiſts now that are Baprized with 

water, as ignorant of the: Holy Ghoſts Baptiſm as thoſe Diſci- 
od of Fohu in John: 35, 36, 279, who followed Chriſt and 
eft Johy were? who at the 41. verſ. faich, We have found che 

Mecſhas, which they bad not whilethey were with 7obx; but in 
this you Baptiſts are ſhort of obx, for he was not angry When 
his Difciples left-him and. went to Chriſt : ſee that you imi= 
tate him in this alſo as well as his outward waſhing. 

And for thy anſwer to what is the flaming ſword, thon ma- 
nifeſts thy ignorance of-it (as of the Baptiſm with fire) in 
ſaying , If thou meaneſt the work of grace, &c. He meant as he 
ſpake, and if indeed thou kneweſt it, thou would have retur- 
nedanother anſwer , and not when a queſtion is asked. about 
a.particular , then to anſwer if thou mean the work of grace in 


y94; and here thou makeſt gocd thy former words, viz.Thar 


thy.-knowledge is not experimental no more of the flaming 
C 3 {word, 
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ſword , then of Baptiſm by fire; and'if thou art miſtaken. in 
this, rhen doth not thy ignorance appear of what follows by - 
thy own confeſſion , and it is no uncharicableneſs ſo tocon- 
clude, viz. That you have nor felt che quickning power of 
the Lord raifing up a Seed, and bringing forth a birth in you 
which is not of the world 3 but contrary to the world, which 
is leading our of the vanities thereof, and cauſes them to bear 
the croſs, » *» 

" Then thou ſaiſt, The Baptiſts are for ſigns and wonders , and 
gnzing ſtocks in the earth; and thouſaiſt, Some bf ws bave been re- 
proached for the Name of Chriſt, 8&c though we have at this day mich 
reſt from the rage' of our enemies, What confution is here, firftto 
ſay the Baptiſts are for ſigns and wonders, &c, and then to fay 
(with the ſame breath as it were) ſome of us have been re- 
proached, &c. and though we have at this day reſt, &&c. How 
can theſe things hang together ? Is not the reft that you now 
have in the fleſh, and in that ſame nature that the world is in? 
And is not the ſeed ſpoken of before, unrailed up, bur rather 
ih Babylon then in Canaan? And was it not better with you then 
when you were as gazing ſtocks crothe world, then now when 
you are become their companions in their folly, & vanity,and 
ciHtomts and faſhions which thou ſpeaks'of in thy next lines, Bec ? 
And thy ingenious confeſſion of the reforming work that is yet be- 
hind own)but remember it is hethat confeflethand forſaketh 
that finds mercy, and take heed of covering your evil cuſtoms 
with good names, as thou in thy following words pleads for, 
teat: chou ſpoil thy former confeſſion and cavil againft what 
chon ſeemedſt even now to wind up intoa penitent confeſſion; 
and ſo thou thy ſelf and thy brethren be the very men that 
chon ſpeakeſt of ini'the former page , that are like Naaman the 
Aſſyrian, that not onely thinks the cuſtoms and faſhions of the 
world ( which 'the people called Quakers ſtand witnefles againſt 
tn traths behalf) too low for you to ſtoop unto, but allo in 
that you are_like Naamarn the Aſſyrian in this particular , who 
after be was walhed confeſſed to the true God., in the 2 Kings 
<. 45, 17. and 18. ver, and ſaid he would not ſacrifice toother 
Gods bur rothe Lord, and yer (like thee) in'the next words 
begins t6 plead thy caſe, or rather really to diſpence with the 
tixhr'of Chriſt in his Conſcience, ſaying, 1 thi thing the Lord 

pardon 
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pardon thy ſervant , that when K. Maſier goeth into the houſe of Rim« 
on to worſhip there, and he leaneth on my band, and I bow my ſelf 
in the horſe of Rimmon ; when I bow down my {ef in the houſe of 
'Rinemon, the Lord pardon thy ſervant in this thing. Read your ſelves 

ou: that are called Baptiſts, and behold your faces as in a 
glaſs; how many of ſuch ſpots, Naaman-like , have you in 
your faces ? is there no houſe of Rimmoxy now, that you need 
to beg pardon. for bowing in it, if not for repairing of it , 
and not onely fo, but for maitaining thoſe Prieſts that wor- 
ſhip in this Rmmons houſe? And here ſurely you had need 
of pardon, and m this you exceed Naamar, for he onely 
bowed in Kimmonrs houſe, but you pay Tuhes or maintenance 
to Rimmons Prieſts , or ſome not much unlike tothem, and 
ſome. of yoh do hear them, andcall themgood men ; and 
therefore leave off any more naming of Naaman the Aſſyrian, 
except to manifeſt your own tranſgreſſions; for had you Bap- 
tiſts 1n Exg/and been faithful to God , according to your con- 
feſlions and judgements, had Tithes been this day ſtanding 
in England, and had there been a hireling Miniſtry in England, 
as itis at this day ? had pou Baptiſts and (eparated people been 
faithful to God; but then would you have been till gazing- 
ſtocks to many,as ſome of you have bin in years paſt, while you 
kept your firſt love, - and abode in your tenderneſs and integri- 
ty. Buc ah! dear people confder your loſs, what an exchange 
have you made, that loole your acquaintance with God togain 
peace with the world; and is it notplain, in that many of 
you (through the ſubtile diſtin&tions feund out by ſome of 
your Teachers) can now do thoſe things withour remorſe 
which ſometimes you durſt not do? And how do you like 
Naaman the Aſſyrian dilpence with ſome of Chriſts Commands, 
8& cry up others for commands, wcb he hath not. commanded? 
Is not tithe, mint und cummin paid , while the great and 


weighticr matters areleft undone ? (do not ſay I charge you 


falſely ) is not reſpe& of perſons forbidden ? And is nor all 
{wearing forbidden ? Do you not jincthele aud other things, 
not onely reſpe& porn and make-God ſoo be, but reſpe& 
his Commands allo, pleading for tome and negleTieg others? 


Is notthis like Naaman, after many good words and fair con- 


feſſious ? Do you nocknow that faithfulneſs in theſe hinge 
would 
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would fill keep you at he ſ; Wa - from the world, not 
onely to have been, but ſo ro continueas figns and wonders ? 
but was it not better than with you then itis now? There- 
fore return to your firſt love, and cry in truth/and righteouls 
neſs) mightily to the Lord on like Naaman) to pardon you 
not onely in theſe things, but forall your unfaithfulneſs co 
God, that in the light that lets y,ou ſee your evils , you may 
wait to, be waſhed from them by the blood of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
and then you need not plead for any heathenith cuſtoms to 
manifeſt your duty by , but in faithfulneſs ro God yield obe- 
dience to Parents, Maſters, Magiſtrates, 8c, which is ſufficiently 
manifeſt by yielding obedience to all Juſt Commands, and 1s 
honour enough to all theſe (and other) relationg,' that they 
have the honour thac comes from God onely given to chem, 
with which they ought to be contented, 4nd notto ſeek ho- 
nour one of another, nor to be angry becauſe their perſons 
are not reſpe&ed, nor flattering titles given to them. 

Then thon comes to anſwer Thomas Whites Queries. 1. What 
*© Command or Commiſſion have ye or any men to Baptize 
© with water from Chriſt declared in any Scripture, which 
© Command did not as well extend to Pau! who was an Apo- 
<c ſtle, as toany of you ? 

To this thou ſaiſt, Paul had the ſame Command or Commiſſion to 
Baptize with water as any man now hath , or any man ever had; for 
the Commajd to Baptize in water was given to Chriſts Diſciples , and 
was not tiet to the Office of the Apoſtleſhip, but as more Diſciples were 
made ſucceſſively, ſo were they ſucceſſively to be taught to obſerve what 
ever Chrift hid banded them, viz. the preceding Diſciples; and ls 
though Paul as an Apoſtle was not ſent to Baptize, yet 4s @ Diſciple be 
bad good warrant. ſo to do; yet ſeeing ſome in the Church of Corinth 
were ready to Tdolize his Miniſtry, "and the work, of Baptiſm might as 
well be done by other Diſciples that were not Apoſtles, he thanks God he 
Baptized no more of them, to prevent ,' no doubt , any ſaying he had 
Baptized them into his own Name, This isthy anſwer, and thou 
ſums up thy anſ{wer in theſe words; Thws you ſee Pauls Com- 
miſſion to Baptize with water , as good as any mans now , 'and ſo bis 
Commiſſion and ours alſo are both good , which is a full anſwer to the 
®rery. But ſuch a one as darkens Councel by words withour 
knowledge ; for it is not doubted but Pauls Commiſion. was s 
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good as yours; but it is queſtioned whether'pours beſo good 
as his, {ceing Parts Command being good to hum, makes not 
yours:good to you, no more then his Faith being righc 
makes yours right. But in this thy anſwer, thou grantsthar 
cu have no Command to Baptize with water, 8c. But the 
ame belonged toParas well as you: and to'ſavetheconſe- 
quence which muſt needs follow , viz. that you do that which 
ou are not ſent to do, ſaying, you have no Command but; 
what Paul had : and he faith, he was not ſent to Baptize, and 
no more are any, of pu by or cwn confeſſion , and there- 
fore it is high cime to leave it off, Buc thou not being willing 
to part with it ſo, like Micah, art ready to ſay , What bave I 
more , and what is this you ſay unto me, what . aileth thee? Judg, 
18. 23, 24. - And therefore laiſt thou, that the Command was 
given to Chriſts Diſciples, and was not tyed to the Office of A- 
eſhipz What aflubberly anſwer is this ? Was not thoſe 
to whom the Command was given Apoſtles? are they not cal- 
led Apoſtles in Mat. 19? And when he bad called unto him his 
twelve Diſciples , he gave them power, &c. and at the nexv verl. 
Now the names of the twelve Apoſtles are theſe, $c. and at Luke 6. 
13; And when it was day, be called unto him his Diſciples, and 
them be choſe twelve, whom alſo be ygamed Apoſtles; So that theſe 
were alſo Apoſtles as well as Diſciples tro whom the Command 
wasgiven: Diſciples when he called them , and out of them 
choſe twelve ; and when he had taught them what to do,then 
they are called Apoſtles : Diſciples when they came toChriſt, 
Apoltles when they went from Chriſt , and were impowered 
what todo : and Chriſt calling them Diſciples in Mat.28. doth 
no more take away the Apoſtleſhip, then Chriſt calling them 
Apofiles in Mat. 1c. and Lake 6, cakes away their Diſcipleſhip: 
and therefore toſay Paul was not ſent to Baptize as an Apoſtle, 
is tolay , Paul was not ſentto preach as an Apoſtle ,; except 
Parl had one Commiſſion to preach , and another co Baptize, 
ſceing that Commiſſion hinted ac in Matthew requires both : 
beſides, is not this to devide Pazl, or rather Chriſt in Paxl, that 
he didſome things miniſterially as an Apoſtle,and other things 
as a Diſciple, as if -he were ſometimes an Apoſtle and no Di- 
ſciple,” and ſometimes a Diſciple and no Apoſtle : ;or that Paul 
ſhould diflemble . with the Corinthians , to write tothem as an 
| | D Apoſtle, 
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Ap6ftle, and to-thank.God that X had Baptized no more but 
thoſe few be names ,/ and gives this reaſon for it, becauſe he 
was nor ſent to.Baprtize, bur to preach the-Goſpel : when as by 
thy.own confeſſion he was ſent as: he was a Diſciple to Baptize 
as well as others, and knew 1t- (as well as' Fames Pope ) ifit had 
been'fo;' and had not Paul byremoving one block our of the 
way, viz. (preventing a jealoulie, leaſt he ſhould be thoughe 
to Baprtizein lus own name) laid a greater ſtumbling block in 
the way ,, 2iz. to {light theOrdinance of Baptiſm , and all 
thoſe that. ſhonld Baptize- with water ,, though as Diſciples , 
Paul 'not:explaining his meaning (to be) as-Fames Popeſatthr it 
was, viz. that, he meant as:an Apotltle he was nor-ſent, 'but as a 
Diſciple he might & did:and migh e not Parl as well bave left off 
preaching to prevent the jealoufte of preaching in his own name 
as well as Baptizing, ſeeing:one was commanded inthe Come. 
miſſion aswell as the other;8& was-or might have been idolized 
as well as Baptizing : but ii-cruch, Paw had no more Command 
ro Baptize with water then to Circumciſe, yet he did both up- 
on occa(ion to .remove ſtumbling blocks,- and to ſtrengthen 
the weak, and all for the furtherance of the Goſpel. And 
Chrifts calling them Diſciples in one place , after he had once 
choſen them, hinders them not from being Apoſtles, no more 
then hiscalling them Apoſtles in anotheyplace, hinders them 
from being Diſciples; for ſometimes he called them by the 
name of Diſciples, and fometimes by the name of Apoſtles , 
as Luke 22. 14. And when the hour was come, he ſate down ant tbe 
twelve Apoſtles with /bim-:.. and this was-before he ſent them 
forth in Mat. 28. but is not this a new'invention, ſaying that 
Paul as a Diſciple was ſent, butnot as an Apoſtle : ſeeing the 
. old cover is found out to be too narrow, wz.that Pay] was nou 
ſent fo nuuch to_ Baptize as to preach: andtherefore where it 
isſaid, not ſent, is' meant (ſay ſome) not fo much; asJabour 
- not for''the [bread that periſheth , Kc... that is (ſay ſome) 
not ſo.much for bread that periſhes : 'but you not being able ro 
prove that Pay! was ſent at all cobaptize with water 3 bur ic 
may be eaſily proved, that to labour at all is nov onely lawful 
but.commended. ; '/but that Par was ſent at all eo-Baptize with 
water , yet 'remains to be proved': and'to:ſay that he did 
Baptize wick: wacbr, and. therefore was ſent ,* proves no mos 
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that he was ſent to Beptize with water, ther! becaliſe he did 
Circumciſe , proves. he was ſent co Circumciſe: but :in 
thy ſaying ic belonged not to Parts Office, .and (therefore he 
might leave itz in chis thowhat truly concluded, that a man 
may beſent of God, as. Par was, and yet not Baptize with 
water, as not belonging to his Olhee, and for this ingenious 
confeſſion of thine, I may as cruly confeſs to thee alfo, thar 
there are many thac do Baptize with water , who are not ſenc 
by God foto doz. and of this thy Brerhren may take. notice, 
how thou thy ſelf haſt an(wered the Objeftion which is ſo of 
ten made by them, and ſeems to lie ſo much in their way, 
viz. if we that arecalled @vakers were led'by the ſame ſpiric 
that the Primitive Saints were led by , ſurely then we would 
do the ſame things that they did; asto practiſe water Baptiſm, 
&c. Which Obje&ion chou: haſt anſwered to the fatisfaftion 
of the Qbje&ors3 in that thou haft found 'our a man ſent of 
God, and led by his Spirit, and yet might lawfully let water 
Bapriſm alone to others, as not belonging to his Office, 

& 2, Thenext Qyery propounded, is., whether the out- 
<& ward waſhing with water (which is but the fthadow) and 
«© Fobus Baptiſm, or the inward wen or cleanſing by the 
cc Spirit, which is the Baptiſm of Chriſt; Which of theſe 
cc (1 ſay) is that one Bapriſm that Paylwrote of ? Or why 
<c writes he but of one there, if both might be continued ? 

To this Query thauanſwereſt like one altogether ignorant 
of the Spirits Baptiſm, like thoſe Baptiſts in A&s 19.2. onely 
with this difference, thou haſt read there is a Holy Ghoſt and 
a Baptiſm ſo called , of which they had not heard, but chou 
haſt read, and: like them haſt been ( it may be ) Baptized 
with Johns Baptiſm , who indeed Baptized with water ; ' bur 
he of whom: /0bx bore witneſs, Baptized with abetrer Bapciſm, 
who was to increaſe , but Fobn and his water Baptiſm was to 
decreaſe, tor Foby was ſentto prepare his way. 

In thy anſwer tothe Query, thouſaiſt , There are three Con» 
cluſidnsz  Firjt , thes it is but a ſhadow. Secondly, that it is 
Jobns Baptiſm. Thirdly , thet the waſbing and cleanſing by the 
Spirit is Chriſts Baptiſm. + 

 Tothe firſt thou ſarſk thu: ſhalt let it paſs ; "tothe ſecond thou pro- 
pounds a queſtion, and then —_— with a ſecond queſtion , 
| 2 Whee 
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whether Jolin were a Miniſter of the Law or Goſpel; and then thou 
further Queries , Wh-ther there were any other difference between 
Johns and Chriſts, . then that one taught ad prepared for Chriſt to 
come, and the other taught to believe inhim-that was already come, 8c. 
Whar ſhufflingiis here to avoid a plainqueſtion, viz- in ſhore 
which is no more then for thee to anſwer, what that one Bap- 
tiſm is which Par{ſpeaks of, whether it be water or the Spirits 
Baptiſm ?* "And if both: were tocontinue, why writes he but 
of one? And'toanſwerthis plain Queſtion, thou asks Que- 
tions and propounds further Queries, as if the way to-reſolve 
one Qneſtion, were to propound two others 3- oras if to an- 
ſner one Query, were further to Qyery : but it is commonly 
the anſwerof him or them that have no further nor bet- 
ter anſwer to return. '' But thou-further anſwers in the third 
place and faiſt, Whereas it z implied that the iuward waſhing 
andcleanſinlg by the Spirit is Chrifts Baptiſm, I do not know that any 
Scripture calls it Chrifts Baptiſm, or Baptiſm at all, &c. Thou 
mighteſt have left out this thirdly, except it had been on pur= 
pole to. manifeſt thy ignorance. of che Scripture and Spirits 
Eaptiſm: (thou needs not have ſaid, T dont krow that the 1n- 
ward waſhing and —_— by the Spirit is Ghrifts Baptiſm; For 
what difference is there between inward waſhing by the Spi- 
rit, and inward Baptizing by the Spirit, isic not all one, one- 
ly: one i8tranſlated into Exgliſh ,, and the other is lefr in Greek 
untranflated ? - And: ſo whilſt thou ſaiſt,' thou doſt not know 
that any Scriptnre calls it Chriſts wafhing or baptiſm, confe(- 
fes and calls. it inward waſhing thy felf, ſo that by thy own 
confeſſion there is. no- more difference between che inward 
waſhing and cleanſing by ' the Spirit, and Chriſts bap- 
tiſe , then : there” is. between ' baptizing' in. Greek, and 
waſhing mn Engiifh ;: which is all one; and the! word bap- 
tiſm- meght: as well have beers tranflated waſhitig in all pla- 
ces of the Scripture, as in one place, had it not made 
for. the upholding of the/Trade'of the Franflators , and for 
the continuing of much idolatry and ignorance in the world; 
and whereasthou {ayeſt at is not called&Chriſts Baptiſm, what 
Baptiſm was that the Apoſtles ſpeak of, 'y Cor. 12.13. For by 
one ſpirit. are we all. baptized into one bidy., whether we be Jews or 
Gentiles-z and- what Baptiſm was that which Pa»! ſpeaks of, 


Rom. 6.344. 45 by which they were baptized into Chri and in- 
to- 
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<to kis defhy 4ndwere buried with Chriſt by Baptiſm, and 
.<c by it planted into the hkeneſs of his death , whereby they 
<£ knew that the old man was crucified with him, that the 
<< body of fin might be deſtroyed, that henceforth they might 
«not ſerve fins for he that was thus dead and buried with 
«© Chriſt , was free from fin ; which your water doth not do; 
nay do not you who are waſhed with water plead again free= 
dom from f{1n, and lay 1t 15 not attainable in this world ? and 

therefore it is ſtrongly to be ſulpe&ed that as your Baptiſm is 

wrong ſois your faith alſo, ſeeing the Scripture ſaith as many 

as have been baptized into Chriſt , have put on Chriſt, and 

pur off the old man with his deeds, by being planted inco the 

fikeneſs of his death , and by being buried with him by Bap- 

tiſm, and inthe 1 Cor 5,11.. where the Apoſtle ſaith they were 

waſhed , and ſan&ifed, and juſtified by. the ſpirit, &c. what 

difference is there by being waſhed or cleanſed by, the ſpirit, 

and by being baprized by the ſpirit , ſeeing waſhing and Pap. 
cizing is all one, and if thou wert come to the full aſſurance 
of faith , and kneweſt whar it was to have thy hearc ſprinkled 
from. an. evil -conſcience., then thou wouldft know what that 
pure water was with wch the Saints had their bodies waſhed, 
Heb.1c.22. But thou concludeft that Chriſts Baptiſm is not 
now.in being, becauſe thoſe tongues and miracles thou ſpeaks 
of are-not in. being that thou know of,and ſo juſtifies thy ſelf 
that the one baptiſm is meant water baptiſm, &Chriſts baptiſm 
or the Baptiſm of the ſpirit was ſome extraordinary thing, aud 
was to confer upou them a larger meaſure of gifts , fittivig then to 
ſpread the Goſpel, &c. and therefore one principal- gift beſtowed by 
that Baptiſm was the gift of tongues, ( to this I ſpake before abour 

fire Baptiſm) as m As the ſecond,and ſaith other places borh 
before 1n the fixth-page and now.,. but names none by which 
I- conclude thou haſt no place to prove the Holy Ghoſts Bap« 
tiſm thouſpeaks of, bur that of As 2.and what ground thou 
haſt to call that (fire) Chriſts Baptiſm , -or the Baptiſm pro- 
miſed that Chriſt ſhould come withal, I know not, lince there 
35 Not one word in that ſecond of 'the, As at the beginning 
(that ſpeaks. of Baptiſm)-where it 1s (aid , there came 4.ſound 


from Heaven , as of a ruſhing mighty mind , and it filled all the 


houſe where they were ſitting ,. And there appeared unto them cloven 


tongues , like as of fire, and it ſate upon each of them”; aud they 
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were all filled withthe Ghoſt , and begen to ſpecth witÞaber toxgyes 
a the ſpirit gave them utterance. Where is this called the Baptiſm 
of Chriſt , or the Baptiſm of che Holy Ghoſt > the word Bap- 
tiſm is no more named here neither in Greek nor Engliſh; and 
yet this thou wouldſt have by all means to be che only Bapeiſm 
ofthe Holy Ghoſt promiſed, and fome other places, where both 
che word Baptiſm in Greek and the word waſhing in Engliſh 
is ſpoken off , muſt nos be the Baptiſmof theſpiric., that was 
promiſed and was to continue, when ourward water was to 
ceale ; but why : ſhould chou ſpeak of miracles and tongues 
ſo mnch, ſeeing tongues were for & {ign , not forthem which 
believed but for them which belicved not, and thou accounts 
thy ſelf a believer, 1 Cor.14,22. * | 
But Fames Pope, why doſt thou ſeem to granc inward wafbing 
and-cleaniing by the ſpirit to be a walking 'or Baptiſm of che 
ſpirit , ſeeing chon haſt ſpent ſo much time to prove inward 
waſhing and cleanfing tobe none of the ſpirits baptiſm, and 
yet ſums up the query thy ſelf in theſe words , whether the Bap- 
tifm of water , or the inward waſhing and cleanſing by the ſpirit, be 
the one Baptiſm which Paul writs of , 'or wby writs he but of one , f 
both muſt be contin»ed ; \to which thou grants both muſt be continued , 
nd yet ſaith it is water Baptiſm be wrus of. 
So that thou ſeems to grant what thou wouldft deny ,-and 
to deny- what-thou wouldt-grant ; bur thou art in a ſtrait, 
and truth is roohard for thee; for .if thou grant the ſpirics 
Baptiſm-ro continue, 'then thy water Baptiſm muſt down, be- 
cauſe there is but one, and therefore of the two thou hadft 
rather the ſpirits Baptiſm ſhould ceaſe then thine , and yerif 
chou ſhould deny inward baptizing or cleanſing to be out of 
uſe, then thou wert no Chriſtian 3 and therefore thou [haſt 
ſowed as good a covering together asfig leaves will make to 
hide thy nakedneſs withal; and to'ſave thy warer 'Baptiſm, 
and thinks to doit by calling inward baptizing with the Holy 
Ghoſt, inward cleanling and waſhing by theſpirit 3 and ſoſers 
up twowords to contend-each withother , whilſt thou'chere- 
by thinkeſt ro amaze the Reader,-that thou may'eſcape with 
_ thy water to bethe one Baptiſm that is cocontinue, and yer 
in thy firt-anſwer ſaith , both -muſt continue , inward Bap- 
tiſm becanſe #0 entrance into the Kingdom without it , and hey 
bs | muſh 
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rſt continite, becanſe it ks Chrifts. Ordinance fitted tothe New Teſta« 
ment , as Circumcition-was co the Old; In thy next: Book 
( James) prove it an Ordinance commanded by Chriſt to be 
prafticed after his Aſcention,, in plain words , 'and nor Ey an 
myenced conſequence, leaſt you are found guilty of that for 

ich you condemned the Prieſts of England, viz. for proving 
rheir Baptiſm by a conſequence; and will not this be much to 
your ſhame , to have your Commilion to prove by a counſe-. 
quence , and not by plain and politive Scripture, for a Com» 
miſfoner by confequence onely is no Commiſſioner. | But 
( Fames ) me thinks- thon' comes too. near the Prieſts of 

land in bringing Circumcifion-and Baptiſm together, 
doſtthou nor lay thy ſelf open ro ſome diſadvantage in this ? 
was one Ordinance a type of another , or one figure a type 
of -another figure ? what confuſion is here ? is not this Priztts 
baptiſm ? was not the Circumcition of: the fleſh a type of the 
GCircumcifion of the heart ? and was not water Baptiſm a 
figure of the inward waſhing by-the 'Lavor of regeneration, 
and'is called a figure, 1 Pet.3.-21. of thar that ſaves, not the 
waſhing away the filth of thefleſh, which was the outward 
baptiſm-, bur the mward walhing , andanſwer of a good con- 
ſcience by the Reſurre&ion of Jeſus Chriſt, which is known 


by all who have their hearts fprinkled from an evil conſcience 


by the fleſh of Jeſus Chrift. How is Bapriſm fitted any more 
to the new witneſs then any - other thing commanded or 
pradticed by the'Saints?if thou knew the new witnefs which he 
that believes hath in himſelf, thou wonldft know there is no, 
more outward water in it then outward fire ; but thou ſpeaks 
words by tradition and underſtandeft not what thou ſayeft,. 
was Circumeifion any otherwiſe fitted co the old witneſs or 
Teſtament then as a figure of the true cutting off from the 
body of fin by the Circumciſion of Chriſttand is.Baptiſm any 
otherwiſe fitted to the new. Teſtament then as a figure allo ? 
and when the ſubſtance is come , they both end in him who 
18 the ſubſtance. And for thy ſaying , Chrifts Diſciples were to 
teach ſucceeding Diſciples what ever he had commanded themg8c.but 
water 'is-not mentioned to-be commanded: them by Chriſt, 
and therefore not to'reach water, having it not incharge. 
Again thouſayeſt, he promiſed bis preſence-with then tathe end of 


the world , if his preſence with them, then is he not a com» 
mand.. 


(28) - 
mander to them , amid are they not-'to receive the wordat is 
mouth 2? ſeeing God ſpeaks. by him in theſe laſt dayes, and he is 
the ſame yeſterday to day and for ever 3.or was and did Chriſt 
only ſpeak with and co his twelye diſciples,and they to deliver. 
over by tradition what' he told them? or were the Saints 
without ang ns for divers hundred-years after his de- 
parture ont of the world, before the New Teſtament was ga- 
thered together , and bound in one Book , ſecing the Epiſtles 
were ſcattered up and down indivers parts of the world ſome 
many hundred miles diſtant one. Epiſtle from another?- and 
how long after, andby whoſe command. were they gathered, 
together ? or is Chriſts preſence with his google s and yet he 
ſpeaks not to them imediately ? or is Chriſt leſs powerful 
then he was ? or is his. love abated ? or did he ſpeak once for 
all ? and will he never ſpeak more: imediately ? or elſe whar 
doth Chriſts preſence ſignifie now if not to ſpeak: to: them, 
lead then, and ſave them ? otherwiſe what is man the betcer. 
ſor ſach a preſence as he knows not nor is not ſenlible of ? or 
hath Chrilt ceaſed to be a King , ſeeing where the preſence of «- 
King is there is power?or isa man only to believe he hach Chriſts 
preſence with. him , while other Lords have Dominion over him ? 
or-hath Chriſtleft his people to pick out his worſhip as well as 
he can here and there a lictle,out of all the Epiſtles and other 
Books by their own judgements and pang 1 ? Is not 
this to makethe New Teſtament inferior to the Old; where 
Iſraels Laws were together in Tables, and in ſome- particular 
places and books, as Deut;Levit.&c ? If you be the ſucceeding 
Diſciples , and are to obſerveall chings chat thoſe were to ob- 
ſerve and had in command ? why are you not going into all 
Nations to Preach the -Goſpel in eyery creature , but ſtay at 
home in your country ? or-have you not Chriſts preſence wich 
you, and ſo dare not, yencture too far ? but what ſingular thing 
do you do, whereby it may- appear you have Chrilts. preſence, 
with you, and are indeed the {ucceeding Diſciples thou ſpeaks, 
of? oris it not.rather manifeſt , you are none of his Diſciples, 
ſeeing he never taught, nor praficed ſuch cuſtoms and con» 
formitiesto cheworld, as are pra@iced among many called bap- 
tiſts 3; befides ths legible mark, they do not loye one another, 
but bite and devour one another abour thoſe things we hc | 
| it Cheri 
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©hrifts Ordinances and | DON and if this be true 
which Chriſt ſaid, viz. Ly this ſhall all men kuow you are my Diſci= 
les , if you love ene another, then whole Diſciples are thoſe who 
ks oneanother, how is Chriſts preſence with them, while 
theſe things abide among them ? 

Then thou gives thy reaſon why thou ſayeſt,that of water is 
the one BaptiſmPaul writes of,viz. becauſe the other is not called 
Baptiſm, bur it is called waſhing by the ſpirit, 1 Cor.6.11.8 divers 
other places as before is proved;ſo it is eicher the thing or the 
word thou denyes, if the thing, it is ſufficiently proved to be 
called waſhing which is all one with baprizing, as Luke 11.38. 
And rehen the Phariſce ſaw it , he marvelled that he had not firit 
baptized before dinner, or waſhed as ſome Tranſlators read ir, IE 
the word baptiſm be that which thou denyes , where is the 
word Baptiſm ateributed to fire, or where is it ſaid they 
were baptized with fire? and yet thou urges the ſecond of Ats 
to prove Baptiſm with fire,, when there is not the word bap- 
tiſm there , onely, like as of fire. Buc then thou ſayeſt , if 
«t were called Baptiſm , yet were it a Metaphorical, and not a proper 
Baptiſm, &c, James , thou mayeſt remember in thy fix page - 
thou ſayeſt , to the Law aud to the teſtimony , if they ſpeak, not ac- 
cording to this word , it is Nay there is n0 light in them; out of 
thy own mouth mayeſt thou be judged , where is there one 
ſuch a word in the Law or teſtimony , as Metaphorical? if it 
be not thereto be found, may it nor be ſaid (without offence) 
thou ſpeaks not according to the Law and teſtimony , there- 
fore there is nalight in thee , for thou ſayeſt plainly it is not 
a proper baptiſm , ſurely ( Fames) thou knoweſt it not, and 
therefore miſcals it,for if ever thou had witneſſed ir, or knew 
what it were to be baptized into Chriſt, and to put on Chriſt, 
thou would nor ſoſpeakof it, to call it, not a proper Baptiſm; 
What did John who baptized with water,baptize with a proper 
baptiſm , and Chriſt of whom he baze witneſs, baprize with 
An improper baptiſm, ora baptiſm not penger was ever ſuch 
profle ab{urditics atirmed , as that che meſſenger and ſervant 
ſhould baptize with the proper Baptiſm, and the Maſter him- 


ſelf with a Baptiſm not proper ? Is the ſervant become above 


his maſter ? or is the Maſters wok onely Metaphorical and 
aot proper ? what 15 not the — away of lins a proper 
| | walh- 
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waſhing? and' is not the lavor of regeneration a proper waſhing 
or bapriling?and is not that with wch thoſe Apodl es and others 
who were baptized or waſhed by the ſpirit,a proper waſhing or 
baptizing ? and thoſe that had their bodies wathed with pure 
water , was not that a proper waſhing ? Is not this to darken 
counſel again by words without knowledge, and by mens 
traditions and inventions to make void Chrifſts commands ? 
15not the waſhing of the ſpirit, the true aud proper waſhing, 
or is the figure in thy eſteem become proper and ſubſtancial, 
and the ſubſtance and truch become Metaphorical and nor 
proper ? and is the waſhing away the filth ol the fleth preferred 
before the anſwer of a good conſcience, by the Reſurre&ion 
of Jeſus Chriſt? and ſo that by chee 1s called not proper, 
which is moſt proper, and that Metaphorically which 1s true, 
ſubſtantial and real , for whatſoever 1s ſpiritually (o , is more 
ſo then rhat which is naturally ſo, and that which is moit 
real and true is moſt proper : but herein thou apparently ma- 
nifeſts thy ignorance of the true and proper Baptiſm, like 
thoſe who had Fohns waſhing , but knew not whether there were any 
Holy Ghoſt or not. A&s 19, mayeſt thon not as well ſay, thar 
Chriſts blood and Chrifts fleſh , which except a man eat and 
drink, he hath no life in him, is Metaphorical and not 
$14: 0s though Chriſt ſaith his blood is drink indeed , and 
tis fleſh is meat indeed, and nouriſhes up to eternal life, and 
1s moſt proper food for the children ; but 15 not this as ime 
proper in thy judgement , thongh Chriſt ſaith it is meat in- 
deed (mark indeed ) not as thou fayeſt of his Baptiſm bur 
properly , ſubſtantially and indeed? but is not this as hard 
a ſaying now to many who ſay they are Diſciples, as it was 
of old, and becauſe of. theſe hard ſayings , have nor many 
Diſciples gone back ,and walked nomore with him, Joh, 6.60. b 66. 
Again thoufayeſt , the Baptiſm mmtended by Ora Sug wo . 445. 
# diſtinguiſhed in the ſante place from faith , by which urifietb 
the heart, As 15.5.and Mark, 19.16. (and there is no ſuch chap- 
ter nor verſe) which is the inward waſhing and cleanſing by the 

ſprrit, | 
Here thou grants again what thou ſeems to-drſpate agaznſt; 
which is ſayeſt thou the inward waſhing and cleanſing by the ſpirit, 


ſo that all chat thou contends axainſſi the word baptizing,or 
| | Baptiſm, 
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Baptiſm, where as thou cals it waſhing by the ſpirit ; but de- 
nyes it to þe baptizing by the fpirit,- fo confeſſes it in Engliſh, 
bur denyes if in Greek , but chou ſayeſt it 1s diſtinguiſhed 
from farth' which waſhes, and therefore nor the (pirits 
baprizing , or waſhing, and yet calls it thy (elf the inward 
waſhing by the ſpirit 3 ſo thou art but as one that fights with 
thy own thadow. - But is got thy confulion maniteft to all 
whoſe eyes are open? & is not this thy reaſon thar thou gives 
(why that baptiſm 1s not meant the ſpirits baptiſm) becarſe 
diſtinguiſhed from faith which waſhes, &c, is not this reaſon as 
ſtrong againſt the ſpirit, and againſt the bope , and againfi 
the one Lord and 0xe God, as againſt the Baptiſm? are not all 
theſe diſtinguilhed by name , thongh all one in nature and 
kind ? or is the Lord not God, becaule diſtinguiſhed by name * 
and is not the ſpirit;, God , becauſe diſtinguiſhed there by 
name ?. and is the hope not Chriſt, becaule - diſtinguiſhed ? 
what non-ſence and confuhtion 1s here ? is the oye baptiſm, or 
ene waſhing , that is ſo nearly coupled to the one ſprrit, oe Lord 
and one God, and oe bope and one faith , not the true or proper 
Baptiſm or waſhing of the ſpirit, becauſe diſtinguiſhed from ſuch 
which waſhes and purifies ? -is not by the ſame reaſon the one 
hope which purifies not the true and ſpiritual $ope ,- becauſe it 
ws ditinguiſhed fromfaith which purifies? and by the ſame rea- 
ſon the one ſþrrit is nor the true ſpirit, becauſe diſtinguiſhed 
from faith and hope which purifies and waſhes, as 1 Cor, 6 x1. 
waſhed by the firit.;' but in this Argument alſo ( as well as 
others) 1s not thy folly made manifeſt to all men (that reads 
with underſtanding) are all theſe things different in nature 
becauſe diſtinguiſhed by name? what ignorance is this ? doth 
not thy own Argument make againſt thy ſelf, and thy water 
Baptiſm , viz. becauſe faith, and hope, and the (ſpirit, and 
Lord , 'and: God ,, and Baptiſm are onely diſtinguiſhed by 
name; and notdivided in nature or kind, therefore it muſt 
needs be-intended& the Baptiſm of the ſpirit ? all theſe names 
being fpixicual., and onely diſtingmſhed, but not divided 
w nature and kind,is to ſpeak of a {ſpiritual and inward hope, 
and a ſpiritual and inward faith., and a ſpiritnal and inward 
Lord and'God above all and chrough all and in you all; and 
then ſhould thruſt in, in the midſt of this inward and fpiritual 
unity , an outward viſible water, which onely waſhes away 
E 2 the 
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the filth of che fleſt outwardly ? is not this to ſet up and to 
prefer your water, and couple it with and make it equal to 
the oe Lord, the one faith , the one God and one ſpirit ? and to 
make the want of outward water and waſhing to be breach 
of the union with the oze Lord, and one God, and one faith, and 
fo he that is not outwardly wathed with outward water is our 
of the unity with the oe Jpirt , onagLord, and the one God; for if 
any of thele particulars be wanting , the union is not come 
pleat but broken , and therefore he thathath nor the true hope 
in him, 1s not in the unity of the ſpirit, and he that hath not 
the rrue and onefaith , hath not unity with God nor Chriſt, and 
{o he that hath not the one Baptiſm, hath not the oze 
Lord, nor the oze God; for none of theſe may be ſpared with- 
out the breach of the union in the whole , for he that hath 
one of theſe , hath all theſe , ,for they are in unity rogether, 
and unites all as with a bond. of Peace, where they are en- 
joyed. So that, thou James Pope haſt ar once ( by thy ſaying 
this one Baptiſm is outward water and waſhing) condemned 
all the children of the Lord that are not-ſo baptized with out- 
ward water, as being out of the unity of the ſpzrit ,, and out of 
the unity with the one Lord and one God ,, and ſonofſalvation 
for them ; is not this to ſet up another Saviour , or to-bring 
14 an outward corruptible creature, and ſet it upon the throne 
by the Creator? and ſo make outward waſhing with water to 
be.the key to let into the Kingdom of God , and-unity of the 
ſpirit , and without-it no union with God :or Chrift or the ſpirit, 
and ſono ſalvation; therefore ſaid I not truely:, thou waft 
not willing to part with thy waterſo; but like Micah, Fudges 
the 18.24, might well cry out , you have taken away my gods, and 
what have L more ? and-why do you ask, me what aileth-me ? {0 now 
it is no wonder you cry out ſo much for your water ſeeing 
you joyn it ſoclofe to the one faith , one Lord,” and:the one 
God , that if it be wanting-. unity. with God-1is not known, 
and 1o this is agreeable to what ſome have Printed,that without 
water Baptiſm no ſalvation; and is not.this to makg-another 
door then Chriſt, and another way-then'Chriſft+%; and how 
much fhort of this thou haſt endeavoured to make outward 
water to be (may be eafily ſcen by the upright in. heart) who 
ſaith , not onely.it muſt continue becauſe fitted to the New Teſta- 

ment, 
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ment , & Circumciſion was to the Old; andſoin like manner as 
the Teachers of Circumciſion thruſt in that upon the be- 
witched Galatians , and ſaid except they were Circumciſed 
they could notbe ſaved: donotallyou, whoſe judgement 
this is, do the ſame concerning your water, when you ſay , 
It is fitted to the New Teſtament , as Circumciſion was to the Old ? 
And do not you make Profelites by your outward water, as 
they did by Cireumcifion ? But asf this were not enough , 
thou ſaift , Outward water is that oe Baptiſm ſpoken of by Paul , 
Joined with the oze Faith, one Lord, and the one God; as if that 
outward water either lets into the union with Chriſt, or the 
want of it makes void che union ; and yet you lay in words, 
that union wich Chriſt muſt precede, and fic che ſubje&,. be- 
fore a right can be to water: and yet what ic ſhould be 
that ſhonld make you cry up water ſo much I know not (ſee= 
ing you have no poſitive Command by Chriſt in plain words 
forit) except through the cunning craftineſsof the old ſer- 
pent, who givesleave tocry up, and to reſt upon any thing 
that 1s outward , on purpoſetc buſie the mind upon , and to 
blind the eye from looking at or upon any thing reveale( 
within, that onely can give the knowledge of God in Chrift, 
and manifeſts to the Souls its union with, and compleacneſs 
in Chriſt Jeſus both as to the trne Circumciſion and Baptiſm, 
Col..2. 11, 12» 

6© The next Queſtion thouſaiſt, Thou underſtands not, which 
&© was, whether ſuch dotruly diſcern the Lords body , eat 
&© his fleſh and drink his blood, who do imagine of the. fleſh, 
5 blood and bones of Chriſt as the Jews did. 

And yet: as'if thowwertconcerned in the Query (though 
thou underſtand it not, as-thou ſaiſt) will return ſome kind 
of anſwer toit (which 4s not the parc of a wiſe man) to give 
an anſwer to that which he poſitively laith, heunderitands not, 


_ as thou doſt: but thy anſwer makes ic manifeſt, that thou 


art not ſenſible of that fond imagination , which runs in the 
minds of filehy creatures, who defile the-fleſh ; for chou faiſt, 


If it be meant of the believing' Fews , who did believe that Chriſt roſe 


from the dead with his fleſh and bones as himſelf teſtifies , ſuch may 


truly diſcern-the Lords hedy , eat his fleſh and drink his blood, &c. 


Doth not this anſwer ſavour of a Jew outward? . Or art thou 
. B-Y miſtaken, - 
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miſtaken,as rhou waſt in thy former quotation ? when as there 
is neither Chap, nor ver/. to be found; ſo inchis alſo ſeeing 
thou names onely fleſh and bones, and the Quety was fleſh , 
and blood, and bones, as a real man hath; ordoitthou imagine 
of Chritt that he had or hath fleſhand bones onely ,. and no 
blood like a real man? If ſo, ſpeak plainly im thy next 
Book , thar I may know thy Opinion in this particular , and 
name thy proof; or if it be the Errata of the Printer , let 
thy next be re&ified , that chou hadſt forgotten topus down 
the blood, and ſol may paſs it by for the preſent. 

«© Tothe next Queſtion, which is, whether that fleſh which 
6© js meat indeed , and that blood which 1s drink indeed ,- be 
& not ſpiritual and that which quickneth and nouritheth up 
© tojeternal life all thoſe that feed thereon ? 

To this thou confefleth , bue cannot know it but in the 

light, no more then the Jews did , who ſaid , how can this 
man give us his fleſh toeat? And it is as hard a ſaying now, 
as it was then,though eafilier confeſt now, becaule it is written 
and may be read. | 
© Tothelaſt Query , which is, What is that fleſh that 
cc profiteth nothing? And what is that fleſh after which 
c Chriſt was onceknown, yet henceforth know we him {o no 
cc more? m | 

To which thou returns this anſwer , Chriſs in John 6- 63, 
ſhews that it is the Spirit that quickneth,- and therefore without that 
all 1s without profit, whatever is done in the fleſh without the Spirit 3 
and ſo if you take it of being implyed in Ordinances with the fleſh, 
or outward man onely, it profiteth nothing. T hisis thy -anſwer to 
the firſt part of the Query, viz. What is that fleſh which pro- 
fireth nothing ? Can any wiſe man cake this for an anſwer 
to the Queſtion, oris 1t nota declining the Queſtion, and an- 
{wering to another Queſtion of thy own framing ?' As if 
thon had been asked , whether that worſhip that is performed 
in the fleſh or outward man onelf without the Spirit of God 
profiteth or not? If this-had been the Queſtion, then thon 
hadft rerurned an anſwer ſomewhat pertinent 3 but the-Que- 
fhon that thou was'to anſwer to, was, What is that fleſh 
that profiteth nothing? Confidering what the foregoing 
Qircftton was (and thy anſyer to ic) 212. that there js a w_ 

. that 
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| (35) 
that is ſpiritual, and doth nouriſh to eternal life all thoſe that feed 
thereon : then comes this Queſtion in the next words (as de- 
pending upon the CY Queſtion) and whatthen is chat 
fleſh that profiterh nothing, ſeeing chere is fle(h that nourilhes 
up to eternal life? But thou in ſtead of giving an anſwer, 
what fleſh it is that proficeth nothing, tells a ſtory of what e- 
ver is born in thefleſh or outward man , without the Spiric, 

rofits not, &c. A Child that readshis Primer , might have 
Fid ſo much by rote out of the Catechiſm; and yet thou quores 
Tobn 6, 63. as if thy anſwer were intended to that place cf 
Scripture, as if thou didſt believe the Queſtion was grounded 
upon that place, which anſwer of thine doth manifeſt , as if 
Chriſt were ſpeaking in thisplace of wortkipping in the fHeſh 
withoue the *Spirit , and inſ{truing his Diſciples that the 
worſhipping in the fleſh without the Spirit profireth nothing 3 
which ching (though true in it ſelf ) yet not true in this place, 
as being the thing Chriſt was at this time teaching his Dilci- 
ples, for he was here rather re&iffing, and informing cf 
them aright, ſeeing they ſeemed to be prejudiced at Chriſts 
foregcing words about cating his fleth and drinking his blood, 
<« and ſaying at the 57, v:r. he that eateth me, even he ſhall 
& live by me, andatthe 5s. ver, This is that bread which 
& came down from Heaven: not as your fathers did eat 
© Manna, and are dead: he that eateth of this bread 
<< ſhall live forever; and at the 6c. ver, Many therefore of 
&f his Diſciples, when they heard this, ſaid, This 1s an hard 
©«f ſaying, Whocan hearit? When Jeſus knew in himſelf 
£ that his Diſciples murmured at it, he ſaid unto them, Doch 
© this offend you? What and if ye ſhall ſee the Son of 
© man aſcend up where he was before? Iris the Spirit chat 
& quickneth, the fleſh proficech nothing : the words that 1 
c« fpeak unto you, they are Spirit, and they are life. So 
that it 1s manifeſt Chriſts drift and ſcopein this place is.to fa- 
tisfie his Diſciples that murmured about his telling them of 
of eating his fleſh and drinking his blood 3; and to take them 
off from looking at his outward fielhly preſence, 2s if his 
outward fleſh, or outward words, were that which they were 
to feed upon, or alwaies to expe tohear : but there was 


another fleſh to be known, and other work to be read in the 
inwazd 
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inward man by the Spirit, for - = quickneth, and thoſe words 
are }Spirit and life; but the fleſh proficeth nothing: fo by 
this may the enlightned underſtanding ſee and read plainly 
the ſcope and driftt-of Chriſts Words, and not to be ſpoken 
in that ſence which thou and others in your vain minds con- 
ceivez but havea deeper underſtanding , which the children 
of light are acquainted withal.: ſo that the Query yet re- 
mains unanſwered (by thee) viz. what then is thefleſh chat 
profteth nothing. _- 

And forthy anſwerto the ſecond part of the Query , viz. 
and what is that fleſh after which Chriſt was once known , yer 
henceforth know we him ſo no more : 'to which thou anſwe- 
reſt , To know any man or Chriſt after the fleſh , it was to know ac=- 
cording to the natural line of Abram, and ſo according to the firſt 
Covenant ; but now know we him no more, that is not by 4 natural 
deſcent; but he that is in Chriſt is a new Creature, and all the old 
things of the firſt Covenant are paſſed away, and all things are be- 
come new : and chou quotes Philip. 3. 3, 4, 5+ and ſaith, We will 
help to clear the ſence of this place , viz. what is that fleſh after 
which Chriſt was once known ; yet henceforth know we him 
ſonomore, By this anſwer to the-Query, thou haſt but ma- 
nifeſted thy ignorance of Chriſt after the Spirit; for doth 
the knowledge of Chrilt after the Spirit teach ro deny the na- 
tural deſcent of Chriſt afrer the fleſh, ſeeing it is reckoned 
up as one of che Iſraelites Priviledges, viz. of whom as con- 
cerning the fleſh Chrift came, who is over all God bleſſed for 
ever, Amen , Rom. g. 4,5. Or is Chriſt changed from what 
he was? Oris hetheſame yeſterday and to day and for ever? 
And doth the Apoſtle Par! teach .to forget the Genealogy of 
Chriſt from Abram 2 Or hath he forgotten his love to his bre- 
cthren and kinſmen according to the fleſh:, which he ſaith , 
Row.9. 3. he could wiſh himſelf ſeparated from Chrift for 
them? Or doth he inſtruſt children afcerchey are come to 
the knowledge of Chriſt no more to know cheir Parents after 
che fleſh or natural deſcent, or any other man after any natu- 
ralline ? Surely toſay ſo, had been crime enough againſt the 
people called @uakers ; then might chou have had fome ground 
rocry out of their difreſpe& to Superiours, and of the ne- 

gle& of children .in not obeying cheir Parents , and ſubje&s 


If 


3 
in'nor'giving honour to Magiſtrates, andof ſervatits in not 
obeying of their Maſters after the fleſh , which in thy Book 
thou ſeems to blame the ©nakers for their remiſneſs therein , 
and doſt thou do che ſame thing ? Or doſt thou go about to 
interpret Pauls wards. toſuch aſence? Whereas he himſelf 
was Gar from denying his natural'deſcent or linage, or out= 
ward Priviledge , that upon occaſion he reckons it up again 
and again, and ſtands upon it, and 1s not condemned for it : 
and doth he write to the Corinthians to know no man afterthe 
natural line or deſcent? No not Chriſt himſelf: What doth 
Paul make void Matthews and Lukes reckoning up of the natu- 
ral line or deſcent of Chriſt from Abraham ? Are we no more 
to know Chriſt ſo ? What do the Chriſtians with it in their 
Bibles then, if Chriſt be no more co be known ſo? Bur let 
us ſee if the Apoſtle Par have one word tending that way, in 
cc that place thouquotes,2 Cor.5.16. For he is ſpeaking how 
cc the loveof Chriſt conſtrained them at the 14. ver. and the 
& cauſe of it , becaule faith he we thus judge, that if one 
<c died for all, then were all dead: and that he died for all, 
< that they which live ſhould not henceforth live unto chem- 
cc,{elves, :but untohim which died for chem, and role again. 
<& Wherefore from henceforth know- we no man acccording 
<< to thefleſh (forlo it is, and ſome tranſ(htions read it fo) 
<< yea,” though we have known Chriſt according to the fleſh , 
<«. yetnow henceforth know we him no more. Therefore it 
£.-any man be in Chriſt, he is a'new creature: old things are 
cc paſt away , behold, all things are becomenew. And all 
<c things are of God, who hath reconciled us to him- 
< ſelf by Jeſus Chriſt, &c, , Fames Pope, what ground is here 
for thy conceived imagination? therefore wait upon the Lord 
in the light of bis Son, -that thou my be made alive by God, 
by 'being. his workmanſhip in Ghriſt Jeſus 3, and chen thou 
wilt know how the word henceforth inthe 15, ver. anſwers to 
the word henceforth in the 16, ver. and then thou wilt ſee 
how ſuch inventions and interpretations of thy own brain 
areſome of theſe old things , which then thou wilt behold 
paſſing away, as thou becomes a new. Creation, and all things 
will-beof God; and in that day thou wilt know the farſt Co- 
venant, and its vaniſhing by the new & everlaſting En, 
| which 
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which is Gods Free. giftz' bur. \knowa! to: none who are alive 
without the Law , and have their firſt busband living 3 Cuth 
muſt know a birter cup, and = day of death, before ever they 
can be marned to Chriſt, . Take this in love ©o thy Soul 
( James Pope ) for. this is che Word of theLord ro'thee, and 
486f nearer concernmentto thee , then as per thon art aware 
of. And for that of Philrp. 3.3, 4, 5. it proves noching of chy 
conceit and invention , rather may ſerve to condemn 
thee , whoart comparing outward circumciſion and omtward 
wathiny cogether., as being fixted to the New Teſtaniemt,, as 
otrwatd' ciycuthcilion was to.the'Old : but we are the Cir- 
camcifion which = na inthe Spirit, and have no con- 
ne 


fidence in the fle{b, Faithin any outward walbing wich 
outward water : but our Faith ftands in Chriſt alone, in 


whotz we are compleat, dothas tovhe true Carcamcition, and 
ro the one Baptiſm, and-ro-the one bread im which-we have 
Communion cogetherinthe bodyz and agmany as arc juyned 
to the Lord are one Spirit, and are of oue hearc and one Soul, 
and donortdeny any of theGolpel Ordinances , or plead for 
the abrogating of them , asthon (ailt che Query fermsro ſup» 
poſe: bur this. we plead againit, will-worſhp andall like- 
neſſes., and dead imitations in the worſhip of God; for” by 
the Goſpel of our Salvation are we madealive , and donot 
ruſh inzo'Gods ſervice, withoat Fear atd the leadtings of his 
Spirit 3 having mm times paſt fele by-experience., and ſmarted 
for having a form. of godlineſs, but notenlibleof rhepower, 
and a name to live, andaccountedas worfiippers.;- but were 
in the death , as many more are at this day whoſay they 
are alive, und fay they ſee butare blind ; and whovxequired 
theſe things #t your hands will be their anfwer when, they 
think to enter by them or for them : - ane we 3s not'enongh 
that I have read or heard ethers did/thens ,- but L muſtknow 
whether they- are required at my hands , and wherher Iam 
appointed by my Lord and Mafter to do-them , -feeinghe hath 
ſeveral zppointments for his ſervants, andnone areexemp- 
red from learning of him whatto do every day, andknowing 
« his voice and following his Connfel , 'who is faithful ro/him 
© that made him a high Prieft , and is no of more ho- 
£ nour then Mofes , inaſmuch as he whobuilded the "on ; 
* hat 
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c& hath more hononrthen the Houſe'; for every Houſe is bnit- 
cc ded by ſome, bur he that builds all things is God; and 
&« Moſes verjly was faithful ,in all bis Houſe as a fervant , for 
cc Tefgimony of thoſe things which were co be fpoken after, 
« but Chriſt as a Son over his own houſe , whoſe houſeare 
cc weif we hold faft the confidence, and the rejoycing of the 
cc Hope firm to the end : wherefore as the Holy Gholt (aith, 
cc today if ye will hear his voice harden not your hearts,&c, 
So by this thou maiſt underſtand what Houle it is that Chriſt 
is a faithful high Prieſt over , and- gives Laws and appoint= 
ments to, as Moſes did to the outward people of the Jews : 
and Chriſt doth to the inward Jews, who is a Prophet like un- 
to Moſes, and is now to be heard, for by him God ſpeaks,and 
whoever hears not him ſhall be cut, off from among the people; 
and ſuch a ane who-hears not his voice immediately , 1s but a 
Jew outward , though in the praftice of all thoſe outward 
waſhings and other outward things done by the Saints, and 
recorded in the Scripture, whoſe praiſe is of men, and as yet 
Chriſt ts not come to him the ſecond time without ſin to Sal- 
vation , and therefore knows him' nat tobe the end of all 
things , and to put anendtofin , and to finiſh tranſgreſion, 
and to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs, in whom we are 
compleat, whois the head of all principalitics and powers. 


Now follows an Anſwer to thy Queries. 


1. O. Hether 'it 4 not @ bigh degree of pride and arroganc 

_ WW for any to po about - — nh own wiſdom #34 
the wiſdom of Chriſt ? . 

Anſw.” Yea, andſo do all; thoſe who are wiſe above what 
is wriceen, and pryinto things which they bave not ſeen, and 
{o become puffed up 1n their fleſhly minds, boaſting of other 
mens lines, haſtning to berich, bur will nor wait upon the 
Lord to receive the true riches from him, which are his gifts, 
nor the true wiſdom ifrom him \, which js nor caught by the 
precepts andcuftoms.of men , but comes down from above , 
and is firſt pure and peaceable, and eafietobe intreated. 


' 2. Q. #hether they do 20t ſo, that account thoſe Ordinances which 
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he hath appointed too low and carnal for them t6 ſubmit unto, not minds 
ing that this fooliſhneſs of God is wiſer theu-men? u Cor. 1. i5. 

Anſr», All thoſe 'who deſpiſe or' account the Ordinances 
(which Chriſt hath appointed chem-co fubmic unto and walk: 
in the praiſe of ) too low and'carnal; do fet rip andexalt 
their own wiſdoms above the Wiſdomof God : and of this: 
ſort arethey whonegle@ the means which God hath appoin- 
ted unto eternal- life, which 1s to wait upon and ſtand ſtill 
in the light and graceof God which appeats to manifeſt Gods! 
Mind and Will unto-eyery 'maniand woman, that ſo they 
may know it8& do-it in; obedience to-his-requiring ofit at their: 
hands; that ſo they may not fall under that righteous cen-- 
ſure of the Lord, ſaying to ſome , Who hathrequired theſe things 
at your bands? though performed (in-times paſt) by the ſer- 
vants of -the Lord, and by him required at their tands-: and 
yet others may be condemned for doing the ſame-things , the 
Lord forbidding all likeneſſes to be made, whether of things 
in Heaven cr thingsin Earth, &c.” And for thy quotation of 
3 Cor.+.,15.] know not what thou intends by it,except to mani- 
feſt how thy mind is croubled for Baptizing in thy-own name; 
for in that place Pai thanks God that 'he had Baptized but a 
few, leaſt any ſhould have thought ſo of him, incimating that 
thoſe who Baptize many., orlay ſo-much ftreſs uponiit, ex- 

ole themſelves to be guilty of this charge: bur it may be an 
nga of the Printer, and ſo I ſhall paſs it by. 

3- Q. Whether thoſe who deny the. continuance of. water Baptiſm 
which Chriſt Commanaed , and but ſervants Jaithyny pradiiſed after 
his RefurreCion , in memorial thereof, are willing the dofirine of ths 
Reſurrefion of the bedy of Chriſt as the firſt fynits of the Reſurred ion 
of the bodies of the Saints ſhould be perpetuated ? © WIDE 
-- Anſw. Thoſewho deny the continuance of 'water Baptifm, 
or any other thing, which Ghriſt hath.Commanded'thenrto 
obſerveand continue. are tranſgrefſors 3 and. thoſerare no 
leſs, who continue it in their own wills and: imitation.onely, 
the Lord not requiring it at their hands, he being a Spirit , 
and will be worſtipped in Spirit; _—_—_ Spirit; and not 
becauſe Feryſalem was the place of worltp:, thereforeftiltto 
continue : no more are mer: ſhito go down: into'outward 
water, becanſe ſome were.commanded ſo to do, except Ip 

10W- 
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and not by thy conſequences, leaſt thou be guilty © 
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know the Lord requires it at their hands, by the moving and 
ſtirring of the Spirit of God in their own hearts and bieſts , 
'which ching they do and ſhould have done, had they .never 
read or heard of. any: fuch thing done- by any before them : 
and he that thus goeth into the water, or doth any other 
thing, worfhips God aright, and finds not out his worſhip 
himſelf;.. but he himſelf 1s firſt fought our of God to wore 
ſhip God in the Spirit, for Godis a Spirit, and ſach God on- 
ly ſeeks to worſhip him, though many others otherwiſe ſeeks 
to worſhip: God; but he will not accept an offering at their 
hand,which cauſes many to be filled with wrath againſt thoſe ac 
whoſe hands the Lord doth accept an offering , becauſe the 
do it in the Spirit of Faith , and ſuch do not deny the one of- 
fering that perfefts for ever them that are ſanQified, nor the 
memorial of the Reſurre&ion of. the body of Chriſt,, nor the 
Refſurre&ion of the bodies of the. Saints; but do equally 
condemn the folly both of choſe who ſay there is no Ref urre- 
&ion of the dead,. and who yet are to ſeek what the Reſur- 
re&ion of the body is,and whoſay how are the dead raiſed up, 


- and with:what body do they come : to them both I ſay as the 


Apoſtle ſaid, Thou' fool, that which thou foweſt is nor quick- 
ned, except it diez. and he that hath not part in the firit Re- 


- ſurre&ion , for all his (ſhews, memorials and figures, (hall nor 


eſcape. the ſecond death ;. but he that knows he hath part in 
the Et Reſurre&ion ,' over him, the ſecond death (hall have 


-no power and he is willing thac the do&rine of the Reſurre- 
- ion of the body. of Chriſt., as the firſt fruits of the Reſur- 


region of the bodies of the Saints ſhould be perpetuated, 


- though ſome ſay now. of ſuck,as once was (aid of Paul, Aﬀts 17. 
-that he was a ſetter forth of ſtrange gods , becauſe he Preach- 
6d unto them Jeſus. and.;the Reſurrection ,-and this query 


doth not altogether excuſe the Author from that ſpirit ; but 
James, here is three things for thee to prove by plain _—_— 

that 
which you of your way have charged upon the Prieſts. 1. To 
prove Chriſt commanded water baptiſm -{ince his Returrei- 
on.. 2. To prove thathis ſervants pratticed it by vertue of that 


command after his Reſurre&ion. 3. That he commanded 


outward waſhing to be praticed after his ReſurreQion in 
F 3 |  memoyial 


(42) 
memorial of his Refurre&ion, andchat the prafticioners did 
ir ſo accordingly ; all which chou feems toafhrm in thy query, 
and to take iv for granted, and then a more particular anſwer 
_ them all thou mayeft receive according to'the Scripture :of 
ruth. | | 


among his Stints until his next coming ? 4 ON-833; 
- Anſw, Thofe who deny any Ordinance or inftitution- of 
Chriſt to thoſe of whom he required it', and'to that end: for 


if thatkhow it and believe in it from all unrighte- 
onſneſs , 4nd prefents them perfe& unto God without ſport 
or wrinkfe or arty ſuch thmg , and ſuch onely (as thus be- 
lieve) celebraterhe memorial of Chriſts death and blood-ſhed, 
af4re dead with Chriſt, and ſuth are freefrom:fin, and ſuch 
rhough they neither eat breadnor drink witie , but feed upon 
locuſt and wild hony , or are content with a dinner of green 
, herbs, ſuch I ſay dorrnely ſhew forth the Lords death in their 
conformity to it, and his blood ſhed in that their hearts are 
fprinkled from an evil.conſcierice'to ſerve the fiving God in 
truth and righteouknefs, 

Q. 5. Whether thoſe that ſay that Scripture , 1 Cor. 11.26. 7s 
meant of Chriſts coming in Spirit , do not in effedt ſaythat the Ordi- 
nance of breaking of bread was appointed for unbelievers to eat and 
drink 1antnation, till Chrift come to them in Spirit ? 
© : Auſor, Was ic not in the ſame-night' itt which he was be- 

trayed, that tie took bread ? and is not Chriſt a ſpirit, and his 
coming in ſpirit ? or doth he comeour of the fpirit,or is there 
: a coming 


(H) 
a commg of Chriſt., and nor in the ſpirit ? is Chriſt and the 
ſpirit divided, or can he come and he notin theſpiris , and 
ha fpiric in him ? and where Chriſt is preſent,is nor the ipiric 
chere atſo,and he in it,andic in him, and yer but one? And 
doth it at all follpw in ſound judgement or good .uaderiſtand- 
ing,that they who ſay the i Cor. 11.26. meant of Chrifts Coming int 
ſpirit , muſt needs or ineffedt ſay that the Ordinance of breakjug bread 
ws appointed for unbelievers to eat and drink, damnation till Chriſt 
rome $0 them in ſpirit» any move then it follows that the Diſci- 
ples had no power at all , becauſe they were commanded to 
wait at: Jeruſaloam forthe promiſe of the Father , and chat 
they ſhould receive power after the Holy Ghoſt was come up- 
on them , Atis 1. 4.5. ver, or any more then it may be ſaid of 
Chriſt that: his words implyed, or that he in effect {aid that kis 
Difciples had nochis ſpiricar all in them:(and ſo were none of 
his } when he'ſaid xothem (in theſe words) how much more ſhall 
your beaventy Father give the Holy ſparit to them that ack, him ? 
Latke 11.43. and yer all chat rime Goil was their Father, and 
they could not ask aright withone rhe ſpiric , and yet Chriſt 
ſaich , how-much more ſhall your beaveuly F ather geve the hdly ſpirit 
to them that ask, him ? ſo do they (who lay that the coming of 
Chrift in x Cor.11.26, is his commg in ſpirit) im ctie& ſay any 
more or otherwiſe , that thoſe had not the {pirit at all, or 
were unbelievers , towhom Chriſt ſaid , take , tat , this is my 
body which x brokpe for you, &c. becauſe they were to wait for a 
further and fuller manifeſtation-of bio) in chem; and .he went 
away in that fleſhly appearance , that be might.come again 
unto them , and abide with them for ever, and this Chriſt 
prayed forand performed accordingly, John 17.23. 1 them, 
#nd thou in me , that theymay be made perfett in one, 8c. lothat to 
fay (cill he comeY4s meant of Chrifts coming infpirit , doth 
no more deny oritt effe& ſay that the breaking of bread-was 
appoinred for unbelievers to-eat and drink damnation, Bc. 
then Chriſt in ſaying (the Father would give his holy Spiric 
rothem that ask him) in effe& ſaid that God would give his 
holy Spivit to them that asked or prayed without the Spirit, 
or then Chriſt in effe& ſaid, that they who waited in 
their wills, and in the formwithout the power, ſhould receive 


powerafter the Holy Ghoſt was come uponthem , or then in 
cfigit 
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- effe& Chriſt ſhould ſay , they had not the'holySpirie at all as 
yet, beeaulſe it was to come upon then, and {o(cill he come 
chough meant of his coming 1n Spirit , yet doth not fol- 
low, but thoſe to whooy Chriſt ſpake had a meaſure .of his 
Spirit already come to them, and was.in them, and ſo com; 
manded them not coeatand drink damnation: but by eating 
of that bread, and drinking of that cup,, they were to ſhew 
the Lords death till he come., and then when he was come, 
who was ſhewed by that cating and drinking, the ſhew needed 
no longer, the thing ſhewed being come and witiiefled, the 
bread indeed and drink indeed was known ; and Eternal life 
inherited; 

Q, 6. Whether it is not grauted by thoſe that ſrem to deny it, 
that the forecited place direAs the Church at Corinth to the uſe of | an 
Ordinance , ſeeing ſome might eat this bread and: drink, this cup, 
which is alſo Falled fleſh. and blood , imworthily , but- thoſe (that eat 
truly that fleſh:that is meat indeed,and drink that blood which is drin 
indeed,are nouriſhed up/to:Eternal life, ſothat while ſome do eat an 
drink, in that Ordinanceunworthily, and ſo eat and drink damnation, 
others by faith feed upon the benefits of Chriſts death and bloodſhed, 
and ſo are nouriſhed up' to Eternal life 7... | #4 1 1 

Anſw, Is there any thing in the fore-cicedplace, hat dire&s 
to the uſe of (that which thou cals) an Ordinance, ſurely in 
this, thy zeal out-runs thy underſtanding , ſeeing thoſe be 
the words of the -fore-cited -place, viz. for as often.as ye eat this 
bread, and drink, this cup , ſhew ye the Lords, death till be come (for 
ſo it is on the Margent) ſhew ye 3. what is here of:dire&ian in 
theſe words, as to the uſe of an Ordinance , as thou (ayeſt 
(let the-wiſe in heart judge) but doth not the Apoſtles words, 
aſmuch , if not more: fignifie.to the, Corinthiaxs , that they 
might forbear their.cating and drinking in that wiſe:as they 
did eat and drink , and their unworthineſs was, in not-diſ- 
cerning of the Lords body., and-for that cauſe was many. ſick 
and weak, 8&c. and for that diſorder which was amongſt ma- 
ny the Apoſtle reproves them, as for their greedineſs and 
drunkenneſs, & the like ; and exhorts them to eat at home in 
their own houſes ,- but he never calls it an Ordinance to -be 

miniſtred once a Moneth, or once a week,and thatalwayes, by 
ſome men or man appointed by the reſt in their wills and 
- * Wayes , ſome to Euy wine and bread , and others to break it, 
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and deliver to the reſt ; but GW, did not do ſo, for in the 
ſame night in which he was betrayed he took bread,aud when be had 
given thanks he brake it , and ſaid , take, eat, this is my body , this 
do in remembrance of me ; after the ſame manner alſo he took, the cup, 
when he had Supped, and did he bid you do ſo,or do you do fo 
after Supper ? or can you give thanks as he did? or do you 
know what he ſaid when he gave thanks? or do you imitate him 
in ſaying his very words in one thing, z, (this is my,body) 
and do you ſpeak your own words in other things, as when 
you give thanks ? or do you take a piece of bread anda cup of 
wine, .and ſay norhing at all , but eatanddrink? andif you 
doit not in theſame manner, which he didit in, is it then his 
Ordinance, or your invention , ſeeing Gods Ordinances 
muſt be kept as they were delivered , and obſerved as he com- 
manded them , otherwiſe they are none of his; and if not 
his, then but a likeneſs, and if a likeneſs, then that which 
God hath forbidden , and ſois Idolatry , and he an Idolator 
that ſo worſhips, and in that ſtate cannot enter into the King- 
dom of God, And whereas thou ſayeſt , ſome might eat this 
bread and drink, this cup , which is alſo called fleſh and blood , un+ 


worthily. 


Take heed (Fames) of calling alie , « plea for truth, in love to 
truth , remember the Title of thy book , where is that bread 
and that cup, which a man may eat unworthily , called fleſh 
and blood, as thou poſitively affirms in thy query it 1s ; ſure- 
Iy thou diſcerns not Chriſts body , for if thon did , thou 
wouldfſt learn to ſpeak eruth ; are not theſe the words of the 
Apoſtle (that thou intendſt)) viz. wherefore whoſoever ſhall eat this 
bread and drink, this cup of the Lord unwortbily , ſhall be guilty of 
the body and blood of the Lord : but where 1s it called fleſh and 
blood ? ſurely this is a groſs errour of thine, nor onely to 
call the outward bread, & the outward cup (which an unwor- 
thy and wicked man may eat and drink) fleſh and Liod , and 
if fleſh and blood , whoſe fl:ſh aud bod ? 18 it not Chriſts fleſh, 
and Chriſis blood ? and can an unworthy man- and woman eat 
and drink that ? ſurely no, if Chriſts words be trne, and 1 


muſt believe him before thee (Fames) and he ſaith, Fobx 6 52. 


whoſozver cateth my fleſh and drinketh my blood hath Eternal Life, 
how fayeſt thou then in thy query, fome might eat this bread, 
and.Arink this cup, which (thou {ayeft) ts allo called feſh aud 
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blood, unworthily?but where ,C 44 bread & the is yes ſome 
may eat and drink unworthily ) called fleſh blood ? take 
heed of (landering che Scripture. And then thou draweſt up 
thy query into-a fhore- concluſion in rheſe words, v2. ſo that 
while ſome do eat and drink, in. that Ordinance unwerthily , and 
ſo eat and. drink, damnation-, other by faith feed upon the benefits of 
Chrijts death and bloodſhed, and ſo are nonriſhed p to Eternal life, 
and herein thou haſt made a good confeſſion, that while ſome 
in that which thou calls an Ordinance eat and drink damna- 
tion , others who live by faith and feed por the benefits of Chriſts 
death and blood-ſhed (and are notthat which thou calls an Or- 
dinance) and yet are nouriſhed up to Eternal hife , and ſo of 
what thou haſt ſpoken this is the ſum,that ſome in that Ordi- 
nanceeatand drink damnation,and others our of it,. feed up- 
on the living bread that comes down from heaven, and have 
Eternal life abiding in them. . 

Q. 7. Whether thoſe that deny Church fellowſhip , do not forſake 
their own mercies, ſceing Gods children have found by ſweet experience 
that it is of fingular uſe for their building upon their moſt boly faith, 
it being the place of Chrifts promiſed preſence,where be bath commaude 
ed the bleſſing and life for evermore. . 

Anſw. Thoſe at deny that Church that is in God the Fa- 
ther of our Lord ſefus Chriſt, : Theſ.r. and that fellowſhip that 
15 in the light,as he isin-the light, 1 Jobnr. denyes the truc 
Church-fellowſhip, and forſakes their own mercies, . and that 
light in which alone all the Saints ever had all. cheir ſweet 
experiences given them of Gods: love , and tender mercy to 
them, and in that whoever walked , and continued in its 
builc up-one another in their moſt holy faith, that being the 
place-of Chriſts promiſed preſence z for there he dwells for 
ever, and out of his light none can meet with him , or know 
him;and out of that is the falſe Church and Church-fellowſhip, 
and Chriſtian outward , and baptiſm outward , that onely 
waſhes away the filth of the fleſh, but knows not the anſwer 
of a good conſcience by the Reſurre&ion.of Jeſus Chriſt, for 
from the true light was and is the falſe Church and fellowſhip, 
for they-went out from ue, ſaith the Apoſtle, who had his fellow- 
{bip in the light, 

Q. £. Whether they may not moſt truely- be ſaid to live [== 


_ 
Ordinances,that faithfully wait upon , and live to Chriſt in the uſe of 


them ? 
Anſw. They that wait upon and live to Chriſt in the uſe of 


Ordinances , cannot be ſaid to live above them ; for that 


which God hath appointed and Ordained, as the way to 
Eternal life and happineſs, none may live above it; for the 
the way and the lifeare cne,and he that is in the way,is in the 
truth, and in chc life alſo; and none can be in the truth and 
(moſt truely} live above theway ordained of God to life; net- 
ther can any live above the way, and yet be in the truth ; 
and therefore thy query is an unlearned queſtion , and mani- 
feſts thy ignorance of the myſteries of Chriſt. 

Q. 9. Whether if thoſe who deſpiſed Moſes Law died without mey- 
cy under two or three witneſſes , ought not thoſe then, that (either in 
word, pratiice or writing ) deſpiſe Chriſts Law, to be deeply humbled 
and truely repent of ſo grievous a ſin , eſpecially if they bave taught 
others ſo do ? 

Anſw. 1 hope that is not the Engliſh of thy query, 7z. thac 
thou wouldft have them more ſorely puniſhed that deny your 
water waſhing,then ghoſle were that deſpiſed Moſes Law. Thoſe 
who deſpiſe Chriſts Law oughct to be deeply humbled, and re- 

t of it, and turn from it , or they cannot be ſaved; 
and ſuch are all thoſe whodeſpiſe the true light , with which 
every man that cometh into the world is lighted, and call ic 
natural : for Chriſt isa Lawsgiver, and gives Laws to his chit 
dren , as Moſes did to the Fews, and his Laws and Qrdinances 
are onely known , ard read in the true light , and he which 
oppoſes or gain-ſays cither in himſelf or others the manifeſta- 
tion of the Spirit, which is given to every man to profit with= 
all, is an unprofitable ſervant unto God, though he be found 
in all the outward pratices of the true Church , for God is a 
Spirit, and they which worſhip him aright, muſt worthip ins 
the Spirit, -and in the truth, for ſuch God did ſeek co wor- 
ſhip him in the dayes of the Apoſtles, andſuch God is ſeeking 
again , and all others ſhall be diſcovered, and caſt our as 
dung upon the face cf the earth , and (ach defpiſers ſhall be- 
hold and wonder, and by their mocking at the true light, 
which lighteth every man that cometh into the world; ſhall 


k thei bonds become ſtrong, and theig puniſhment become 


oe 
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ſorer | then thoſe who deſpite Moſes Law , if they ſpeedily 
repent nor. , 

10 Q. Whether it will be a good Plea at the dreadful dayof 
Chriſt, to ſay, Lord we would not have deſpiſed thy Laws , if thou 
hadjt made them to our minds , and we had thought they had been ſpi= 
ritual enough ? | 

Anſw, It will be no good Plea at the dreadful day of 
Chriſt , neither is tt now, tolay, Lord we would not have 
deſpiſed thy Laws, if thou hadſt made them to our minds , 
and we had thought they had been ſpiritual enough : and of- 
this ſort are all thole, who put the day of the Lord afar ct, 
and are of thenight, and know not the day of the Lord as: 
yer to be dawned, nor the day-ſtar to be riſen in their hearts; 
but though they draw near with their lips, their hearts are- 
far from God, and their minds are eſtranged from him by: 
wicked works, though in words they confeſs him, yet they 
are but in their thoughts , and think they ſtand ſure; but 
their foundation is rottenneſs and built upon the ſands, like 
all choſe who ſay and do not , and hear his words bur obey 
them not, and cry, the Temple of the Lord, and Church- 
fellowſhip, and Ordinances, but hate to be Reformed , 
and to have their converſation ordered aright ; and focannot 
ſee Gods Salvation, while they-account that coo low and car- 
nal, or legal and natural, which checks and reproves for ſin 
'in the Conſcience, and accules for evil , and excuſes when: 
chey do well , and reje& ir and light it as not ſpiritual e- 
nough; and ſuch are they thy Query ſpeaks of ; had the 
known that the light in their Conſciences had been ical, 
and that which came from Chriſt the light of the world, and 
given them colead out of darkneſs, and that with which they 
muſt come to ſee tliemſelves loſt and undone (if ever they be 
ſaved) and in the light and fence of their miſerable eſtate; to 
wait for a Saviour, and in that light to ſee him revealed, to 
ſave when none can help or deliver: 1 ſay this is the man and 
the woman, that in truth thy Query ſpeaks of, that ſhall ſay, 
Lord we would not have deſpiſed thy Laws, if thou hadſt 
made them to our minds,or if they had been ſpiritual enough: 
buc the light in the Conſcience we liked not , becauſe it al- 
- ayes borea witnels for God, againſt all our evil wayes ; and 

. now 


now we marvel not that every one that doth evil hates it, be- 
cauſe it reproves themall; but outward Oblervances and bo- 
dily Exerciſes we like well, and in theſe Obſervations we look 
for the Kingdom of 'Heaven-to come: but togive up to be 
guided by the light in our Conſciences and {hines in our 
hearts for that to give us the knowledge of Godin the face of 
Chriſt, we like not ; but accounted it not ſufficient to lead to 
Chriſt, and that which prejudiced us the more againſt the light 
which (ſhines in our hearts (and hath long {ſhewed us our evil 
words before we ſpake them, and our thoughts when they firſt 
didariſcin us, before we conſented tothem, to follow them ) 
was becauſe we accounted it common to all men, and thar 
which every man had, and that though it ſh-wed ſome fins 
againſt the Law, yet not all ſins againſt the Goſpel, as un- 
belief, andrherefore flighted it as legal and natural ; and 
when it troubled us or reproved us, when we had been wor- 
thipping of thee, O Lord, ( as we thought ) in breaking bread 
and drinking wine, and preaching and praying, and the like, 
which we verily believed had been thy ordinances and ap- 
pointments: and when we were troubled in our (ſpirits and 
minds after ſuch exerciſes as theſe , we looked upon it as the 
temptation of the Devil, and did not know it to be Gods 
witneſs in our Conſciences, or his Spirit ſtriving withus, to 
bring us to lilence, that ſo we might know the dumb toſpeak, 
and the Spirit of the Lord to move, and ſtirand guide in us , 
and we in all things tobeled by it, and foinall wedid feel 
Gods acceptance by the Teſtimony of his Spirit in us, e- 
ven the Spirit ic ſelf bearing witnefle with our ſpirits , 
that we were Gods Children, and che Spirit of cruch to 
lead us intoalleruth , that ſoby irc we might witneſs freedom 
from the inward troubles of our minds and ſpirits, and the 
acculings of Gods witnels in our Conſciences ; and lo be made 
free and perfe&as percaining to the Conſcience, by the blood 
of Chriſt, which is onely known and felt in his light, as the 
Scripture ſaith, 1 Fohn 1. 7. If we walkzn the light, as he is inthe 
light , we have fellowſhip one with another , and the blood of Feſus 
Chriſt his Son cleanſeth us from ali fin. But we looked on that of 
God in our Conſciences to be tco low , and of the reliques of 


the old Adam, or ſomething of the Law ; but we looked upon 
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.our ſelves, as not being under the Law but under grace, and 
ſo judgedour ſelvesin Chriſt; and when we were at any time 
troubled in our Conſciences , we preſently called ſome Pro- 
miſe or other to mind in the Scripture, or thought of ſome 
comfortable Text, and ſo lighted the light in our Con- 
ſciences , as not to be heeded orregarded, as to receive and 
witneſs Juſtification from all fin and croublein and b it 3 but 
looked upon our ſelves as Ele&ed in Chriſt beforethe world, 
and that we had known a time when he called us by his Grace 
(in the uſe of Ordinances) andipake peace to us afterward by 
his Spirit in the Scripture, applying ſome Promiſe ro us, and 
having learned and known theſe things , we believe we can 
"never fall rotally z for once in Chriſt andever in Chriſt, and 
the Ele& cannot be deceived , and we believe our ſelves Ele- 
.. Red and Juſtified by Chriſt without us, before we had com 


. -** mitted one fin in our own perſons : for Juſtification is but one 


intire a@, and is perfe& ; but our SanRification 18 gradual and 
imperfe& , and Salvatign is not works, leaſt any man ſhould 
boaſt, but of grace freely; and fo we never mind much whac 
is in us, we know there is cnough in Chriſt : and for our fins 
they cannot ſeparate us from the love of God in Chriſt Jeſus; 
and our holineſs or righteouſneſs (though we be never ſo 
ſtri&) commends us notto God 3 for if we beEle&ed, our 
fins thall not deſtroy or damne us, and if we be reprobated by 
God, our righteouſneſs or ſtrifneſs in holineſs cannot help us 
or ſave us: and fo allour comfort is in a Chriſt without us , 
and in what he hath done for us already ; but for any thing 
in 1s that is ſpiritual, or for Chriſt to be in us formed there , 
and to dwell and inhabic there, and we to feel him and know 
his voice, and to be ſilent until he ſpeakin us , and to be ju- 
ſtified by his Spirit in us , and for him to work all our works 
in us and for us, and we to be juſtified by him who works in us, 
_ and not for our works, is that which we looked upon as legal 

and dangerous,to be led, and guided, and juſtified, and ſan&i- 
fied by Chriſt in us, the Hope of all our Glory,this we thought 
not ſpiritual enough , nor our carnal minds liked not to have 
all within; bur rather to have fin within and Chriſt without, 
and luſts within but righteouſneſs withouc , and Hell within 
-but Heaven wichout, and vanity and filchineſs preſent, bur 


happi- 
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liappineſs and blefſedneſs to come bereafcer : but the lighe 


'- which ſhined in our hearts,and lets us ſee the thoughts and in- 
tents thereof we believed not in, for that to give us the know- 
" ledge of the light of the Glory of God in the face of Jeſus 


Chriſt; but looked to get knowledge faſter then that would 


\ give uSit, and ſurer then the knowledge that came that way, 


by our running to the Scriptures and other good books , by 


- reading of them, and by ſetting ourſelves to obſerve what we 


read there , looking upon the Scriptures to be the foundation 


_ of Faith and theruleof Life, and what we get outthere we ac- 


count true knowledge, and by reading of that we can be 
rich quickly, and wiſe to diſpute, and to anfwer gain-ſayers, 
and our building is according tothat ,. and built upon that 
foundation ; but for the light that ſhines in our hearts, to 
wait upon God in that, to be taughe by him, and to hear his 
voice, and to ſee his ſhape, isa tedious, painful, flow and un. 
certain way of getting knowledge , aud that which hath no 
delight init , but is a narrow way and a {trait gate to walk in 
and enter by, and takes up the whole minds of thoſe that are 


- guided by it and walk init, that they can mind nothing elſe, 


and makes them ſuch fools , that all wiſe men (ſcott at chem, 
to ſee how they walk up and down as if they cared for no- 
thing, and were grown ſtrangers tothe world, and had no 
fellowſhip wich ic , but kept out of all its cuſtoms, and wayes, 
and faſhions, as if they wereredeemed out of it (while they 
walk up and down in it) but this way we like not , . but rather 
azeal Br outward Ordinances and outward Oblervances, and 
to be ſomewhat ſtrift in them we like pritty well; ſo that we 
may be kept in our wiſdoms and underſtandings which are na- 
tura),and not have them coufounded nor brought to nothing; 
bue Kill remain im that 'nature in which we can live at eaſe in 
the fleſh; and have felowſhip with the world, and conform to 
their cuſtoms, and be made parcakers of cheir honours, and 
Hattering titles , and have our thoughts at liberty , and our 
tongues our own; and this Religion we like well : but for 
to have all within like thoſe fooliſh bewitched people (called 
Dnakers ) we like not, and for their wayes, had we thought 
them to have been ſpiritnal enough, and conformableencugh 


to-the Scriptures of truth , we would not have deſpiſed 
chem : 
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them : but we account them fools for being ſo ſtrift, and our 
ſelves wiſe for taking our eale and pleaſure while we may have 
it, andyet goto Heaven when we dye, before them ; and for 
to enjoy any great matter in our hearts in this life , we look 
not for it , if we can but keep our Conſciences quiet it is e- 
nough for us; whea the Meſſias comes which is called Chriſt, 
he will cell us all things, and we look for his perſonal coming, 
and then ir ſhall b2 glorious times , then we ſhall known all 
things. And ſoby what I have ſaid , thou maift know an an- 
{wer to thy Query, andalſn to that which chouſaiſt may ſeem 
a digrefion , bur craves to be favoured init : onely co chy 
laſt words of Exhorcation (in which thou exhorts, a/[to hear- 
hen tothe voice of Chrijt in the Goſp:l inthis day of Grace, &c, I 
have chisto ſay, Chriſts voice 1s not heard bur inthe light, 
nor the Goſpel is not known but in the light , though Mat- 
thew, Mark, Luke and Fobn's wricings may be read and re- 
membred by him or them that are in darkneſs , and yer the 
Goſpel hid ; and here they may be loſt, becauſe their minds 
are blinded in them by the god of this world , who hath che 
Slory of this world to give unto men , that ſo he might keep 
the eye of their minds ſhut , leaſtwithic chey ſhould ſee the 
light of cheglorious Goſpel of Chriſt the Imageof God, and 
it ſhould ſhine into them , and they be converted, and then 
the Goſpel which once was hid becomes the GGolpel of their 
Salvation , and Chriſt Gods [mage ſuch comes to know and 
bear in the world. and ſuch Preach xot themſelves , but Chriſt Fe- 


ſus the Lord , aud themſelves ſervants for Jeſus ſake : for God who 


commanded light to ſhine out of darkneſs, hath ſhined into their hearts, 
to give them the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in Chrit Fe- 
(us, 2Cor. 4. 4, *, 6. And ſuch know how they come by their 
knowledge, for the light gaveit them, and they ace not vain 
ralkers, nor boaſts not in other mens lines , but keep to their 
own meaſureof Grace, and boaſts not about it, but knows ir 
and keepsin itz for there onely is ſafety, and condemnation 
15 avoided, and juſtification is enjoyed, and ſuchare ever with 
the Lord, and from him cannot be ſeparated, becauſe in his 
Son (that-is Truth) and in that underſtanding which is 
Gods gifc, in which alone Peace, Juſtification and Reconci- 
!'ation with God through him is witneſſed and life lg Tt n- 
erite 


— 


) , 

kerited for evermore, whick W that are ont of the light) 
(with which they are lighted, chough never ſo much putfed 
up with knowledge) are ignorant of, and ſtrangers to che 
lite and immortality that 1s brought to light by the Goſpel , 
in which Goſpel they hear Chriſts voice , and knows it from 
the voice of a ſtranger, both within them and without them, 
and through the annointing within them they know all 
things, and need no maifſto teach them, bur as the ſame an- 
nointing teacheth themy which is truth and nolye; and 
ſuch cannot be ſeduced, becauſe of the annointing which they 
have received , whereby they ſavour and try the ſpirits whe- 
ther they be of God orno, for every ſpirit that confeflſeth nor 
that Jeſus Chriſt is come in their fleſh, is not of God. 


_—__ 
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Here follows ſome Queries for James Pope, or ſome others 
to anſwer 1n Gods fear , and with plainneſs of ſpeech, 
that ſo all that reads may be edified by his or their an- 
ſwer , and $cripture proofs produced to witneſs the ſame. 


I. Hat is the firſt Principle of the pure Religion, is it 
y y ſomething within man , or ſomething without 
man * 

2. What is the Foundation of Faith and Rule of Life toall 
that are or ſhall be ſaved, is it ſomething within or ſomething 
without , ſomething created , or ſomething not made but E- 
ternal ? 

3- Whether do Abrams Children now follow his ſteps 1n 
making that the Rule of their Life, and Foundation of their 
Faith, which wasthe Rule and Foundation of his Life, and 
whether that Goſpel which is the Goſpel of their Salvation 
now, was not the Goſpel of his Salvation, and preached te 
him then in his day ? 

_ 4 Whether that benot a fundamental Principle in Chriſts 
Religion which a man muſt know and take up daily , or he 
cannot be one of Chriſts Diſciples, and whether the Croſs of 
Chriſt be not ſuch a fundamental, if it be, what 1s ic, _ 
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whete is it, tharevery'one eahrexes learn of Chriſt may 
knowitand take it up daily? ' ; 
: $. Whetherfto ſtand till: is not a fundamental in Chriſts 
Religion, feeing' every ones'ftcengeh1s init , .and Salvarion 
cannot be-ſeen butby irz; nor ſafety witnefled byt chrough/irz 
if it be ſuch avfundamenta}/; whad ig its. and: tow may” the 
_—_ be inſtrufted in. the knowledge of itt defcribe it 

lainly. | . 4 a. * 

: 6: Wherher that is noca frmdamentalin the true Religion, 
whichif a man knownoraut benor partakerof, 'he hath no 
life ini him ; ' but Fhe do know and be-partaker of tie hath life 
Eternal : & whether the fleſh and blood of Chriſt be not ſuch a 
fundamental, ſeeing Chriſt faich. , Except \yorr eat the joſh of the 
Son of man, and drink, bis blood, you have no life in you; and again, 
Whoſcever eateth my fleſh aud dugnketh my blud bath Eternal Lite ? 

7.. Whether the Tree of knowledge of good and evil , be 
in theſe dayes, if it be, what.is it. nowy- and where' doch © 
rrow, and whether it be ſkill forbidden tobe fed upon or ea- 
ren of, and when doth a man.cat of it; and what is that 
death which a maii dies, when he ears of it? | 

* £, What is the Tree of Life, which+ they + who keep the 
Commandements of God have right to eat of, and what is 
_ Paradice of God where it grows, and what is-it roecat: 

'9. Whether be that doth not diſcern the Lords body daily: 
m his ordinary eating and drinking, 'dorh nor eat/and drink 
damnatiqn,fcerng-nor-difcerning the body 5 the-caule of ron 
demnation, or whether is the'Lords-body dileerned by ſome 
once or twice a yearg,and other ſome once a moneth,and others 
(it may. be once week,and ſome never,if {o be 'that' breaking 
ofoutward'breaxd, and drinking. of outward wine in fuch.a way 
(as ſome call a Sacramentyand othersthe Orditiance of break- 
ing bread } be that atone wherein the Lords body 1s difeerned 
and fed upon? 109 137, 

240 Whether waſhing of the body with 6nrward water be 
neceſſary taſalvation, or that 'a man whick ts nor ſowaſhed, 
catinot Be ſaved: (if he cannot )wherheryorfdo nor make rwo 
doors to enter into life (if he may) then (whether he chat eri- 
ters in by Chriſt tke door ; is not compleat +n his entrance 

3 E778 (and 


(55) | 

(and in Chrift bis wi ar well in being. truely baptized, as 
Circuiuciſed , ſeeing the Apoſtle (ſaith the Saints were compl-at 
in Chriſt , in whom they were Circumciſed vgth the Circum. (91 
made without hands , and buried with him in Baptiſm wherein they, 
were 'riſen with himthrough the faith of the operation of God ,, Col. 7. 
ICg11,t2. FIT :  S, 

18. Wherher he that bhaptizes now (with outward water) 
muſt.not manifeſt his: Commiſſion thereunto , either by the 
ſame Authority hat they djd,or by ſamething ot equal power 
thereunto,ſeeinghethar Eapci.ed with water was greater then 
all che-Prophets,' and was jent by:God co do it , bur ſaw che 
end for which it was appointed ,- for he that ſent him to baps 
tize with water:, {aid unto him,,. yp9m whom thou ſhalt ſee the 
Spirit deſcending. and remaining on him , the ſame is he whiob bap= 
tizeth with the Holy Ghyjt ; a I ſawv and bear reccrd that this is the 
Son of God, Fob 1.33434 | RY 

12. Whether Baptiſm with water was not in its full force, 
before Mat. 28 if yes / and water Baptiſm was (till to be con- 
tinued) why: might not Chriſts Dilciples have followed Fobns 
exaipple , without any new command to them, as well as 
you follow their example (as you ſay ) without another, or 
new command to you , ſeeing it is written , Fobx was a man 
{ent from God to Baptize with water,&c. or may it not be con- 
cluded | from the ſame reaſon) that the Baptiſm of the Spiric 
was and is intended, ſeeing water 1s not at all expreſſed in 
Mat 23 nor Mark 16. but rather the contrary. ,. for it is ſuch a 
waſhing as is neceſſary coſalvation. | 

13. Whether the falſe Church or Apoſtacy conſiſts ſo much 
in theceſſation or decleniion from cutward obſervances ſome- 
time practiced by the ſervants of God) or rather in their 
keeping up , or imitating of thoſe outward practices in their 
own wills, outof the ſame life and power by which they were 
once required and performed,by thuſe of whom they were re- 
quired , ſeeing it 1s a charge both againſt the Jewiſh Church 
(in that they drew near with their lips, and myltiplyed ob- 
lations , and were not charged for negle&of outwards , but 
for reſiſting of the Holy Ghoſt, as their fathers had done) 


and in the Apoſtle dayes , was it the want of the form, or 
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men having a form (and denying the power) chac' mate the 
times perilous ? . | | 2 £5] | 

14. Whether that coming of Chriſt ſpoken of in Cora 7. 
which ſome of the Corinthians were waiting :for (which coming: 
of Chriſt the Apoſtle ſaith: , ould confirm them tothe: &14'(or: 
were the Corinthians never confirmed) and that comingſpaken. 
of in 1Cor.4.5.(which coming isfard to manifeſt the counſels of the 
heart, &c.) was nor the coming ſpoken of in the 1 Cor. 1:26, un- 
til which they were to doſo'an fo, ſeeing the former-coming; 
was 4 coming not yet. ohtaied ,. but they» were waiting for 
it, &c, and Wherhsr ſome amongſt" the Coranthians did tiat wit - 
nefs the coming of the Lord as aforeſaid ? - IP 

15. Whether the ſervants of the Lord now,.may not be for- 
bidden (by the holy Ghoſt) to do ſome things now-(once done 
. by the Saints)'as Pzul-and Sas were forbidden to-Preach the 

olpel.in Afia, Afs 16.6, ( hou by. Chriſts genetal>Com= 
nion, they were to Preach the Goſpel:to-all Nations) and 
be juſtified by the Lord in their ſo oing.(ﬆs Paul and Silas 


was j while others run on in imitation,and age condemned. by 


che Spirit imthemſelves, the Lord: not requiring them at their 
p 4 jJ V3 $4 | 


hands? 
- : | iQ.) 4 


—_ 


